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I, ___Archye Leacock _________________________________, certify that the information 
provided on this questionnaire is accurate and the opinions stated here accurately reflect my 

own positions.  
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 
Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org on or before February 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
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PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and 
your decision to run for City Council. 
 
After migrating with my mother and older sister in 1972 from Trinidad in the Caribbean I was                 
confronted with many barriers/challenges to survive, prosper and become empowered as an            
American citizen. Over past decades of personal experience and advanced study, I have come to               
recognize that the endemic socioeconomic and political problems minorities face are embedded            
in the very design and implementation of our American Democratic institutions/systems. Despite            
the myriad challenges of being totally blind, I have navigated my way through life, work, and the                 
many complex civic issues culminating as Co-Founder/Executive Director, for the Institute for            
the Development of African-American Youth, Inc (IDAAY). IDAAY is a successful and            
nationally recognized, nonprofit organization created in 1991 to provide direct, critical,           
developmental programs/services in five core areas (education, parenting, juvenile justice,          
prevention/intervention, job training/placement) for at risk youth. Since its inception, IDAAY           
has served upwards of 30,000 youth and their families. 

I was elected to serve as Democratic Committeeman in May of 2014 in the 9th District, Ward 61,                  
Division 20 for a one four-year term. During my tenure, I was engaged in identifying and                
advocating for solutions to address various issues impacting the quality life as well as the safety                
of constituents within my district. I remain committed to be a voice for the community and                
advocate for resources and avenue to improve outcomes for individuals and families.  

 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your 
opinions and analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 
 

Since I have, significantly, benefitted from our American Capitalist political and economic            
system, where they are definite “winners and losers,” where trade and industry are controlled by               
private owners for profit rather than the system being controlled by the State. I have come to the                  
realization that the negative externalities of American Capitalism (as expressed in slavery,            
racism, denial of rights/opportunities) continues to be expressed where the broad range of             
minorities (race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, disability, etc.) are excluded from           
participating in and acquiring private ownership of “trade, industry, intellectual property” and the             
like. In summary, winners in the American Capitalistic society, are identified as owners,             
privileged citizens who are, more often than not, European-Americans who own the wealth and              
act as overseers of rights versus racial minorities like African Americans who are the defined               
losers, i.e., being denied adequate education, cultural/economic access and support. As a direct             
political strategy, our Founders created the avenue by which citizens can “petition” our             
government through mobilizing and advocating for access and inclusion as government enacts            
supportive laws and ordinances in support/referee of the Capitalist system. It is from this              
vantage point of discrimination and that of denial of my basic human rights that I have elected to                  
assist other minorities, in particular, minority youth who are not eligible to vote and their               
disenfranchised adult family members. After much study, I have come to recognize that the              
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endemic socioeconomic and political problems minorities face are embedded in the very design             
and implementation of our American Democratic institutions/systems. I recognize that systemic           
change would not be an easy task; and such an effort would need a “steady hand” to plan,                 
legislate, execute and evaluate the multiple layers of a complex system if ever change would be                
realized towards all citizens having equal opportunity access. In conclusion, I am convinced that              
our Capitalistic economic system undergirded by our political system can be judiciously            
expanded to be more inclusive; hence, my pursuit to be elected as the representative voice of                
citizens in the 9th District in our City Council. 

 
 
3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them 
operating in the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you 
enact in order to end them?  
 
Both “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” are sociological byproducts of our Capitalist system            
where the superiority of the European American (white race) unabatedly reinforce their            
hegemonic dominance over the American Capitalist system; and, “patriarchy,” equally, reaffirms           
the line of cultural and biological authority of the “white” male gender; hereby, excluding all               
other genders (females), sexual orientation (hetero-sexual/straight), able-bodied (not disabled),         
etc. Consequently, to ameliorate this toxic and strident position of the dominant class of citizens,               
I believe, profoundly, that the implicit task and role of our City Council (local government) is to                 
educate all defined and eligible voters to participate in our Capitalist Democracy where an              
increasingly greater numbers of individuals peoples can justly benefit richly of this system             
which, increasingly in turn, shrinks the pool of losers; thus, further endowing more and more of                
our citizens with “rights and access” to opportunities within the American, Capitalistic            
Democracy. Finally, the policies and ordinances that I continue to promote must continue to              
radiate from citizen groups mobilizing, advocating for their preferences, petitioning elected           
officials to enact those preferences into law. I would develop policies to eradicate             
discrimination wherein public dollars are used and where the public interest suffers. I remain and               
will remain committed to pursuing and securing an elected position.  

 
 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its 
root causes? What steps would you take? 
 
The crisis currently facing Philadelphia public schools is multi-pronged and deeply rooted in a              
culture of irrelevance. For example, as of June 2013, the Philadelphia School District closed              
twenty-three public schools, most of which were located in the North Philadelphia region; and,              
these closures have negatively impacted our underrepresented minority students, (e.g. African           
Americans and Latinos). Budget recessions have also deleteriously affected both schools and            
their related staff. Now that Philadelphia has regained local control, the charge of improving the               
proficiency of students in basic academic skills performance remains a challenge given that only              
9% of students test at or above basics. Despite a PA State approved curriculum, high schools                
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continue to appear incompatible with the goals of the educational system, (i.e., to build proficient               
academic skills of reading, math and science). Students are seriously truant (48% on a daily               
average) and, even more so, dropping out at an alarming rate while the pipeline from school to                 
prison goes on unabated. Despite annual budgets of well over $2 billion, Philadelphia schools              
continue to be underfunded when compared to the surrounding counties (e.g. Montgomery and             
Bucks). Consequently, the root causes of Philadelphia’s educational system appears to emanate            
from structural deficiencies which include but are not limited to 1) the inability of students to                
acquire basic academic proficiencies; 2) the absence of educational preparedness that will enable             
students to assume their rightful role as productive citizens; and 3) the absence of employable tax                
paying citizens. Therefore, the steps that must be taken to ameliorate the continued educational              
decline and to address the deficiencies enumerated above, Philadelphia City Council must and             
should pass ordinances to assure appropriate funds and fund generating incentives to improve             
academic performance and outcomes for students.  

 
5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does 
the current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies 
or programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 
 
The breaking of a “law” is paramount when determining whether to detain/incarcerate and the              
consequences of breaking a law should be meted out regardless of race, socioeconomical status,              
etc. Unfortunately, such is not always the case. Short term police detainment or prison              
incarceration for longer periods of time is highly variable. Firstly, for me to consider, seriously,               
this proposition, when considering detainment and/or incarceration I would need to understand            
the nature of the alleged crime and the individuals involved. I would also consider whether the                
alleged offender injured him/herself and to what extent. Given my experience of routinely being              
an advocate involved with Philadelphia Family/Adult Court, I am convinced that Philadelphia            
Police detain “way too many individuals” for minor infractions particularly people of color. .              
Moreover, detaining persons for minor infractions such as loitering is among a laundry list of               
similar incidents wherein overwhelmingly minorities and (young males) are subject to what I             
consider the use of the blunt tool of arrest indiscriminately. The ultimate question of              
“personal/community safety” is relevant to time, place and event. Nonetheless, every citizen            
must have the right to be safe from harm and injury in their homes and communities. From this                  
perspective, I believe that neighborhoods and communities need to get more involved in             
preventing and ensuring their own safety guided by City established guidelines of community             
policing, town watch and youth related violence prevention programming, etc.  
 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? 
Do you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you 
and what will you do if elected to City Council?  
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The increase in greenhouse gas emission leads to global warming per subject experts. Much like               
any new phenomenon continued investigation and research is critical. I am in support of the               
spirit of the Deal however, I would encourage continued research to ascertain the socioeconomic              
impact. If elected I would introduce and/or support legislation that ensures that Philadelphia and              
its citizenry are environmentally responsible in reducing Philadelphia’s carbon footprint.  

 
 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 
 
Judging from the high level of unmet housing needs expressed every day to the array of                
government and family-focused nonprofits throughout our City (like the ones I am involved in)              
such as public schools, family/criminal courts, recreation centers and the like and equally             
documented by the Philadelphia Inquirer and Daily News a bleak reality of Philadelphia housing              
crisis is undeniable. This housing crisis is one of the primary causes as to why Philadelphia                
continues for the past five years to be the biggest American city experiencing a continued               
unprecedented high level of poverty. Protracted challenges exist around: 1) lack of affordable             
housing; 2) evictions of families from their dwellings; 3) inability of individuals to pay property               
taxes; 4) foreclosures; and 5) impact of gentrification among a continued list of individual and               
systems’ problems. Without going into readily available copious data on this crisis, it is,              
abundantly, clear that the current approach to remediating this problem is squarely on the              
shoulders of our elected officials, who appear incapable to resolve this and other problems. Our               
current members of City Council appear to lack the political will, leadership, capacity and              
knowledge to pursue workable solutions. Even more so, this and other City challenges emanate              
from our American capitalist system of policies/ordinances generating “winners and losers;” and,            
ultimately, this philosophical frame is, in large part, the core of this crisis. Affordability and               
inclusion would be at the center of my policy considerations balanced with economic             
development for the city.  

 
 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [] NO [ X ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?  YES [ X] 
NO [  ]  
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  YES [X] NO  [    ]  
 
4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
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system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color? YES [ X] NO  [    ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?  YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?  YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  YES [] NO  [  X  ]  
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten-year tax abatement?  YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?  YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 
 YES [X] NO  [    ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?  YES [] NO [ X  ]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? YES [ X] NO []  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  YES [ X] NO [    ]  
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [ X]   NO [   ]  
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PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  
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