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Cindy Bass 

1.    I am a lifelong Philadelphian. I was born and raised in 
North Philadelphia, near 28th and Allegheny.  My mother 
raised me and my sister without any support systems, 
which caused an enormous amount of pressure on her, 
both mentally and physically.  She was a fiercely 
independent woman of color in a city with great inequities, 
and I saw firsthand how painful the lack of access and 
opportunity can be to those who have been systematically 
excluded from participating in our City's future.  This 
viewpoint has shaped who I am in every way; a fighter for 
those who have been marginalized, an investigator of 
practices that harm our most vulnerable and a problem 
solver, not afraid to take on unpopular issues or votes.  I 
have been repeatedly asked why I wasn't an enthusiastic 
supporter of a particular issue, and the answer is quite 
simple; I always do my homework to look at every side of 
an issue before taking a position.  It is always the right thing 
to do.  
 



2.    Capitalism certainly has a place in American society, 
but so do opportunity and dignity.  As an elected official, my 
campaign and legislative priorities always bend towards 
looking out for underserved communities that are 
traditionally left behind in a capitalistic society. It’s my duty 
to provide a voice for them. Every day I witness firsthand 
the stark divide between the have and have nots in the City 
of Philadelphia. We need to do better by our citizens. 
 

3.    As an African American woman, the specter of white 
supremacy, institutionalized racism, and patriarchy have 
been haunting companions to citizenship in this country 
since its inception.  This has not improved significantly in 
any way, despite African American leadership at the 
highest levels of city government.  Why? Because we 
haven't had leaders of any color that have truly been 
focused on fixing these problems nor the political will to 
make significant change.  The biggest thing we can do is to 
ensure minority participation on city owned jobs and within 
Philadelphia's corporate community.  The city is likely the 
largest minority employer in Center City.  Outside of those 
that work in low wage, low skilled positions of corporate 
Philadelphia, we are largely absent.   Unacceptable.  
 

4.    Underfunding is the biggest crisis we face when it 
comes to our schools.  The type of governing body, 
executive leadership, etc. are all important, but without 



funding our schools the children within them are at risk of 
being undereducated, keeping them from moving beyond 
the poverty that many live in now.  I believe that we must 
end the 10 year tax abatement IMMEDIATELY.  This will 
bring an estimated $700-900 million over a 5 year period. 
These funds are absolutely critical to fixing public 
education in Philadelphia.  
 

5.    A person should be detained or incarcerated based on 
the allegations and or evidence of a crime being 
committed, the severity of that crime/allegation, and the 
direct impact on the community, i.e., is it better for the 
community to have this person removed, etc.  I do not 
believe that our current system meets this criteria, as the 
perception of violent crime in parts of my district have 
skyrocketed. Safety, to me, means that people are not 
afraid to be a part of the everyday activities that many more 
affluent communities take for granted, such as leaving your 
house, sitting on your steps, conversing with neighbors, not 
hearing gunshots, etc.  These activities are normal 
behavior for some, unheard of for others.  We need more 
organized neighbors along with police enforcement and 
appropriate prosecution to get our communities safe.  
 

6.    The most fundamental factor causing climate change is 
the insatiable need and use of energy and the lack of 
planning in  cities like Philadelphia around moving beyond 



these needs. I support any and all efforts to make 
Philadelphia cleaner and greener, and have a track record 
on this issue of fighting for communities that have been 
adversely affected, oftentimes without the support of other 
elected officials who have been largely silent.  
 

7.    Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis. Wages have 
remained stagnant while housing costs continue to rise. 
The lack of quality affordable housing is beyond 
problematic; this crisis will likely grow.  Besides ending the 
tax abatement, adding money from the general fund (which 
has a $300 million surplus right now and is commonly well 
above budget estimates), could immediately tackle this 
problem.  

 

 

Cindy Bass did not provide any answers to the “Yes” or 
“No” questions on the questionnaire.  
 


