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1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and your 
decision to run for City Council. 

I ran unsuccessfully for City Council in 1999, after working for over a decade at that time 
in community development, education advocacy and issues impacting the Puerto Rican/Latino 
community in Philadelphia and across Pennsylvania.  It is my lived experience as a first 
generation college student, daughter of a garment worker whose access to a union allowed us 
to buy our humble home in Hunting Park and my work with Latino politics, that inspired me.  In 
2007, I successfully beat the establishment and Democratic machine politics to become the first 
Latina in Council and in a district seat.  Since then, I have an extensive legislative record 
(enclosed) and have never received the Democratic Party endorsement because of my values 
and commitment to independent progressive values. 

2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your opinions and 
analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 

As the author of business tax reform in the City of Philadelphia.  I have successfully 
championed progressive business taxation: $100K BIRT, BCorp legislation, Single sales factor 
which allows manufacturers who make things in the city, to compete in the global market and 
U&O reform that subsidizes small business with a $2.5K exemption. I believe Philadelphia can 
do more to insure sustainable businesses that create living wages jobs.  My legislative record is 
extensive in this area. 

3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them operating in 
the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you enact in order to 
end them?  

I have successfully championed equitable investment and equitable growth for the city of 
Philadelphia.  The “privilege” built into our economic policy is blatant and clear as any data set 
will tell the story.  Who has access to government, government investment and how we define 
investment continues to be defined by the few. 

However, as a representative of one of the most challenging districts, requires that I can 
champion fairness and investment in the interest of the entire city.  My legislative record 
articulates my advocacy on behalf of all historically marginalized communities.  I don’t believe in 
the arguments about picking winners and losers. I advocate from the position that everyone 
wins as all boats rise together. 

 

4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its root 
causes? What steps would you take? 



The historically underfunded school system is widely documented by the Cost-out Study 
conducted during Governor Rendell’s tenure at the state.  I have actively supported all 
legislative measures to close the funding gap and have supported the legal cases that have 
engaged the courts to bring equity to the system.  My work, my votes have been consistent  in 
support of increased resources, improved programming and quality in every neighborhood. 

5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does the 
current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies or 
programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 

I am not a lawyer, however, I understand that the law, and its interpretation can lead to 
the abuse and over incarceration, as is the case in Philadelphia.  Here again, I have supported 
criminal justice reform.  I served on the Police Accountability/Oversight Board created after the 
Justice Department report and understand the complexity of our system. 

Public safety to me is a system that provides real economic opportunities for people, 
through education, training and access to living wage jobs. 

6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? Do 
you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you and what 
will you do if elected to City Council?  

During my time in City Council, I have supported all of the sustainable energy measures 
including the incentives to businesses to pursue more sustainable practices.  The BCorps 
legislation I passed several years ago provides financial incentives and creates a network of 
businesses in the city.  I do believe at the federal level, this is one of the most important things 
for our country. 

7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 

During my tenure in Council, I have pursued an aggressive “keeping people in their 
homes” agenda (see legislative agenda).  I authored OOPA, an income based payment plan 
and TAP, the nationally recognized water affordability plan.  In addition in Council I have led or 
co-sponsored most of the LOOP, Deferral, Homestead and other relief measures.  I recently 
championed with Squilla and Clarke a five year, $100M investment in affordable housing. 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 

1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? Yes 

2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank? Yes    

3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  Absolutely. 



4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color? Yes 

5. Do you support a democratically elected school board? No  

6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  Yes.  I have consistently voted and increased funding.  Bricks and 
morters are not enough.  The programming is subpar, lacks diversity and programming needs to 
be more culturally inclusive.  When elected, I did not have one public soccer field! 

7. Do you support rent control?  I believe in incentives for shallow rents, and mixed income 
housing. 

8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? Yes.  The city has historically 
invested 90% to this income level. 

9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  

I joined Councilman Green and Henon in introducing and holding hearings in this matter. 
The administration was not willing to allocate the money to move the issue further. 

10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  No, not at this time.  The 
Kensington community was not protected in the evolution of the opioid crisis.  As a long time 
supporter of Prevention Point, having led the increase of their funding, I do not believe the city 
will appropriately fund this initiative. 

11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?  Yes.  I voted for the reform 
and cap of $400K several years ago.    

12. Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning 
and regulatory means at your disposal?  I am open to reviewing all matters to help us get to 
more sustainable energy.   

13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 

I co-sponsored legislation to make the office permanent and appropriately fund it. 



14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?   No.  I continue to 
advocate for a fully funded expansion plan to remove the stranded costs. 

15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? Yes. 

16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  

City Council has been recognized for our efforts to fund legal and housing assistance for 
people facing evictions and mortgage foreclosures.  In all of these legislative efforts, I have 
been a lead co-sponsor. 

17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize? 

I have consistently supported worker rights.  I helped lead the efforts at the Philadelphia 
Airport, the raising of the living wage, fair work week and cafeteria and hospitality workers. 


