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The Judicial Accountability Table (JAT) is a coalitional effort comprised of Philadelphia 

community organizations working to bring more fairness to our courts. We’ve written this 

questionnaire to be values-driven and focused on the issues most relevant to the people of 

Philadelphia, and we’ve made our questions compliant with the Code of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania1. We ask that you use no more than 250 words to respond to each question.  

                                                
1 Specifically the following section of 207 Pa. Code § 4.1, Political and Campaign Activities of Magisterial District Judges and 
Judicial Candidates in General: 
The making of a pledge, promise, or commitment is not dependent upon, or limited to, the use of any specific words or phrases; 
instead, the totality of the statement must be examined to determine whether the candidate for judicial office has specifically 
undertaken to reach a particular result. Pledges, promises, or commitments must be contrasted with statements or 
announcements of personal views on legal, political, or other issues, which are not prohibited. When making such statements, a 
magisterial district judge should acknowledge the overarching judicial obligation to apply and uphold the law, without regard to 
his or her personal views. 
 
As well as the following section of 207 Pa. Code § 4.2, Political and Campaign Activities of Judicial Candidates in Public Elections: 
 
A judge who is a candidate for elective judicial office shall not make any statement that would reasonably be expected to affect 
the outcome or impair the fairness of a matter pending or impending in any court.  
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Thank you for taking the time to complete our questionnaire, and we look forward to your 

response. The organizations of the JAT include: 

Reclaim Philadelphia 

Project SAFE 

Philadelphia DSA -- LILAC 

215 People's Alliance 

Philadelphia Community Bail Fund 

Youth Art and Self-Empowerment Project 

Amistad Law Project 

Coalition to Abolish Death By Incarceration (CADBI) 

The Center for Carceral Communities 

ICE out of Courts 

 

Questions 

 

1. What are your top three priorities as an elected judge? 

Act with integrity.  Treat everyone who appears before the court fairly.  Respect those 

who appear before the court by allowing them the opportunity to present their case. 

2. Do you feel that implicit bias plays a role in our courts? If so, how do you think it should 

be addressed?  

Implicit bias is present in all facets of our society, not just our courts.  Education and 

open discussions about implicit bias can help people understand what it is and how to 

recognize it. 

3. What is the role of bail in criminal proceedings? Do you believe the bail system in 

Philadelphia is fair? 

                                                
 



The purpose of bail is to ensure a person charged with an offense will appear for court.  

Philadelphia’s current bail system is constantly changing due to the MacArthur Grant.  

The DA has stopped seeking cash bail for non-violent, petty offenses.  I believe our 

District Attorney has made great strides in attempting to reform the bail system. 

4. What do you believe is the purpose of incarceration, both pre-trial and post-trial? 

Pre-Trial – To prevent a potentially violent person from re-entering society and harming 

others.  Post-Trial – Punishment, rehabilitation, to prevent a violent person from re-

entering society and harming others. 

5. One in three Philadelphians has a criminal record. In your opinion, how can judges 

support successful community re-entry?   

Philadelphia judges should educate themselves about the current re-entry programs 

available to those with criminal convictions.    

6. When, if ever, do you think it’s appropriate for a judge to reject an agreement between 

the District Attorney and the defense?   

If the judge, in their discretion feels the agreement is too lenient, or too harsh.  Also, if a 

person claims they are only taking the deal because their attorney told them to but 

states he/she is innocent.   

7. According to a study from Columbia University’s Justice Lab, about 44,000 adults in 

Philadelphia are on probation or parole, which is a much higher figure than many other 

large cities. Pennsylvania is also one of the leading states in long probation tails, 

sentencing many people to probation for ten years or more after a jail sentence. What 

do you see as the long term effects of this?   



More resources are spent on monitoring people on parole if we have longer parole 

sentences.  I would like to know how much money is spent on parole monitoring after 

the 3 year or 5 year mark and the rate of parole violations after the 3, 5, and 7 year 

marks.  That will tell us what kind of long term affects these long parole sentences have.   

8. When, if ever, is it appropriate to incarcerate someone for technical violations of 

probation when they haven’t committed a new crime?  

What factors would you consider here?  I would have to consider severity of the 

violation, severity of the underlying crime and the number of technical violations. 

9. Probation detainers make up over 50% of the city’s jail population, and individuals are 

often held without signed judicial warrants. What do you think of this? 

I think there should be a study as to the reasons for these probation and parole 

violations so we as judges can better understand why so many people are being 

detained. 

10. Philadelphia is at the center of the opioid crisis. In order to prevent more deaths, 

advocates have worked on harm reduction initiatives including needle exchange 

programs, Narcan distribution, and overdose prevention sites.  What can judges do to 

help expand and protect programs to combat the opioid crisis and continue to reduce 

harm?  

Not much.  These are policy initiatives and Judges do not create policy.  If a 

person is committing a crime because of an addiction, a Judge can order that 

person undergo some type of rehabilitation.  Judges should be educated about 

these options for sentencing. 



11. According to the National Coalition for Child Protection Reform (NCCPR), Philadelphia 

now leads the country in removing children and placing them in foster care. What do 

you see as the longterm effects of this? What can judges do about this? 

The decision to remove a child from his/her family and place in Foster Care is a difficult 

decision for a Judge.  Parents or guardians should be given every opportunity to be 

heard at these hearings as well as foster parents.  Perhaps we as judges can study the 

reasons why this is happening in Philadelphia more than other cities and find out what 

other cities are doing to prevent this. 

12. What is the “school-to-prison pipeline” and do you see it at work in Philadelphia? 

The school to prison pipeline suggests that a disproportionate number of children from 

low income or disadvantaged homes to become incarcerated.  I personally have not 

seen it at work in Philadelphia because of the nature of my work.  But I would like to 

learn more. 

13. According to EvictionLab.org, in 2016 Philadelphia led the country in eviction rates at 

3.84%, 1.14% higher than the national average. What do you see as the longterm effects 

of this? What can judges do about this? 

Most people facing eviction do not have lawyers in Court assisting them.  Judges can 

treat those individuals fairly and with compassion.   

14. Would you support the court instituting a uniform policy prohibiting court personnel 

from contacting ICE and discouraging ICE arrests on court property without judicially 

signed warrants? 

Rule 1.1 of the Code of Judicial Conduct states:  A judge shall comply with the 



law, including the Code of Judicial Conduct.  I would support any program that 

complies with local, State and Federal Law.  I would not support any program 

that is in violation of Local, State or Federal Law. 

15. What should the role of the judiciary be in ensuring equal access to justice for all city 

residents, regardless of immigration status? What steps would you personally take if 

elected? 

Rule 2.6 of the Code of Judicial Conduct states that a “judge shall accord every person or 

entity who has a legal interest in a proceeding, or that person or entity’s lawyer, a right 

to be heard according to law.  I would uphold these rules in all proceedings. 

 

16. 86% of women who enter the Philadelphia courts have experienced some form of 

trauma, and this is especially true for Black women. How could you use mitigation in 

your sentencing as a way of reducing harm? What alternatives to incarceration would 

you consider for women who have experienced trauma?  

The alternative to incarceration depends on the nature of the crime charged but 

I believe verify strongly in utilizing mental health treatment whenever possible.  

Individuals, not just women, who have experienced trauma in the past could 

benefit from mental health treatment within the court system.   

17. Current PA state law allows children under 18 to be prosecuted as adults in some cases, 

despite growing efforts locally and nationally to remove children from the adult system. 

Do you believe that children should ever be treated legally as adults? What do you think 

the long-term impacts are of incarcerating children in adult jails and prisons? 



I do not believe children should be treated as adults in criminal proceedings.  A child’s 

brain is not fully developed which can be a factor in commission of a crime.  

Incarcerating children in adult prisons and jails can be devastating to that child’s 

chances of rehabilitation.   

 


