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Candidate:   Jon Marshall 
  4/8/2019 
 

1. What are your top three priorities as an elected judge? 

 

a. Uphold the US Constitution and the Constitution of the Commonwealth, 
b. Improve the lives of the parties before me, and 
c. Improve the system of justice. 

 

2. Do you feel that implicit bias plays a role in our courts? If so, how do you think it 
should be addressed?  

No – it should never ever interfere with necessary decision-making. 

3. What is the role of bail in criminal proceedings? Do you believe the bail system in 
Philadelphia is fair? 

Should be utilized in limited instances when there is a clear risk of the 
defendant fleeing or in cases with the defendant poses a risk or danger to 
either himself or society.  Strict proof of this is necessary 

4. What do you believe is the purpose of incarceration, both pre-trial and post-trial? 

Hopefully rehabilitation or, in limited cases, to protect society and/or the 
incarcerated individual. 

5. One in three Philadelphians has a criminal record. In your opinion, how can 
judges support successful community re-entry?  

Terrible statistic.  A judge has to decide if the defendant is a “bad person” 
or a “person having a bad day.”  A judge must also find reasonable doubt 
when it is at all possible. 

More importantly a judge must be aware of and know the organizations 
that can assist with re-entry and if at all possible include them in 
sentencing.  
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6. When, if ever, do you think it’s appropriate for a judge to reject an agreement 
between the District Attorney and the defense? 

a. Limited circumstances where the judge believes the defendant is a threat 
to society and the Court must intervene.    

b. When the Court believes the District Attorney’s office is “piling on.” 
c. When the Court sees the defendant needs to rethink his decision.  

 

7. According to a study from Columbia University’s Justice Lab, about 44,000 
adults in Philadelphia are on probation or parole, which is a much higher figure 
than many other large cities. Pennsylvania is also one of the leading states in long 
probation tails, sentencing many people to probation for ten years or more after a 
jail sentence. What do you see as the long term effects of this? 

Absolutely awful for society especially when these adults attempt to 
reenter society and cannot find employment.  They must be able to find 
employment and not be idle.  Employers cannot continue to reject 
employment of people who have served their sentences.  

8. When, if ever, is it appropriate to incarcerate someone for technical violations of 
probation when they haven’t committed a new crime? What factors would you 
consider here? 

The Defendant must present a good argument as to why there were 
technical violations of probation (e.g. hospitalization, medical emergency, 
somehow unable to contact probation officer).   The Court must also 
discuss the matter thoroughly with the probation officer as to whether 
these alleged violations can be corrected.  This should be done whether or 
not a valid excuse is offered. 

9. Probation detainers make up over 50% of the city’s jail population, and 
individuals are often held without signed judicial warrants. What do you think of 
this? 

Another awful statistic.   Probation departments should not have the 
authority to automatically detain people.  Judges should use this power to 
detain people on probation only where such detainers appear necessary to 
protect the public safety. 
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10. Philadelphia is at the center of the opioid crisis. In order to prevent more deaths, 
advocates have worked on harm reduction initiatives including needle exchange 
programs, Narcan distribution, and overdose prevention sites.  What can judges 
do to help expand and protect programs to combat the opioid crisis and continue 
to reduce harm?  

Stay out of it.  Judges should not interfere. 

11. According to the National Coalition for Child Protection Reform (NCCPR), 
Philadelphia now leads the country in removing children and placing them in 
foster care. What do you see as the longterm effects of this? What can judges do 
about this. 

Children should be with their parents.  Only in extreme cases, frequently 
their own safety and well being, should they be moved to foster care. 

12. What is the “school-to-prison pipeline” and do you see it at work in Philadelphia? 

Schools need to have an understanding of what is normal child or 
adolescent behavior.  Sometimes they do not (e,g 9 year old girl charged 
with destruction of property for writing on a school file cabinet with a 
marker).  This is not criminal behavior warranting arrests.   

13. According to EvictionLab.org, in 2016 Philadelphia led the country in eviction 
rates at 3.84%, 1.14% higher than the national average. What do you see as the 
longterm effects of this? What can judges do about this 

Evicted people with no jobs have a higher propensity to commit a crime.  
There is a movement to provide paid counsel to defendants in landlord 
tenant court.  This is an excellent idea. 

14. Would you support the court instituting a uniform policy prohibiting court 
personnel from contacting ICE and discouraging ICE arrests on court property 
without judicially signed warrants? 

Yes – Philadelphia is a sanctuary city. 

15. What should the role of the judiciary be in ensuring equal access to justice for all 
city residents, regardless of immigration status? What steps would you personally 
take if elected? 

If the matter is in front of me the participant has a right to due process.  In 
other words, ignore immigration status. 
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16. 86% of women who enter the Philadelphia courts have experienced some form of 
trauma, and this is especially true for Black women. How could you use 
mitigation in your sentencing as a way of reducing harm? What alternatives to 
incarceration would you consider for women who have experienced trauma?  

Something has to be done to make sure it does not happen again.  The 
victimizer has to be warned and the probation officer has to be in 
agreement.  Swift justice is necessary if the victimizer violates such 
warnings. 

17. Current PA state law allows children under 18 to be prosecuted as adults in some 
cases, despite growing efforts locally and nationally to remove children from the 
adult system. Do you believe that children should ever be treated legally as 
adults? What do you think the long-term impacts are of incarcerating children in 
adult jails and prisons? 

This is wrong.  Again normal child and adolescent behavior must be 
considered.   Prosecute very selectively in extreme cases threatening the 
public safety or the child’s safety. 


