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I, Joshua Roberts, certify that the information provided on this questionnaire is accurate and the 
opinions stated here accurately reflect my own positions.  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 

phillyjat@gmail.com on or before March 18, 2019 
 

The Judicial Accountability Table (JAT) is a coalitional effort comprised of Philadelphia 

community organizations working to bring more fairness to our courts.  We’ve written this 

questionnaire to be values-driven and focused on the issues most relevant to the people of 

Philadelphia, and we’ve made our questions compliant with the Code of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania1. We ask that you use no more than 250 words to respond to each question.  

                                                
1 Specifically the following section of 207 Pa. Code § 4.1, Political and Campaign Activities of Magisterial District Judges and 
Judicial Candidates in General: 
The making of a pledge, promise, or commitment is not dependent upon, or limited to, the use of any specific words or phrases; 
instead, the totality of the statement must be examined to determine whether the candidate for judicial office has specifically 
undertaken to reach a particular result. Pledges, promises, or commitments must be contrasted with statements or 
announcements of personal views on legal, political, or other issues, which are not prohibited. When making such statements, a 
magisterial district judge should acknowledge the overarching judicial obligation to apply and uphold the law, without regard to 
his or her personal views. 
 
As well as the following section of 207 Pa. Code § 4.2, Political and Campaign Activities of Judicial Candidates in Public Elections: 
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Thank you for taking the time to complete our questionnaire, and we look forward to your 

response. The organizations of the JAT include: 

Reclaim Philadelphia 
Project SAFE 
Philadelphia DSA -- LILAC 
215 People's Alliance 
Philadelphia Community Bail Fund 
Youth Art and Self-Empowerment Project 
Amistad Law Project 
Coalition to Abolish Death By Incarceration (CADBI) 
The Center for Carceral Communities 
ICE out of Courts 
 
Questions 
 

1. What are your top three priorities as an elected judge? 

The law is about compassion, common sense and service.  These concepts apply to 

more than simply issuing rulings.  As both a Common Pleas law clerk (2000-02) and a 

federal law clerk (USDC EDPa, 2002-06), I learned the value of what are now the 

central tenets of my judicial philosophy.  In no particular order (1) judges must respect 

the time of jurors, court staff, parties, witnesses and lawyers.  For many people, it will 

be their only exposure to the court system and its imperative that judges create an 

unbiased and fair atmosphere in the courtroom; (2) everybody has the opportunity to 

be heard because everyone has a story; and (3) judges must conduct themselves with 

respect and compassion and expect the same in return. 

                                                
A judge who is a candidate for elective judicial office shall not make any statement that would reasonably be expected to affect 
the outcome or impair the fairness of a matter pending or impending in any court.  
 



2. Do you feel that implicit bias plays a role in our courts? If so, how do you think it should 

be addressed? 

As previously mentioned, a central tenet of my judicial philosophy is that everyone 

must have the opportunity to be heard because everyone has a story.  This goes hand 

in hand with the hallmark of criminal jurisprudence in this country – that everyone is 

innocent until proven guilty.  Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) 

of the Code of Judicial Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive 

response might be perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my 

independence or impartiality.  I will keep an open mind and will carry out my 

adjudicative duties faithfully and impartially if elected. 

3. What is the role of bail in criminal proceedings? Do you believe the bail system in 

Philadelphia is fair? 

It is important to distinguish between cash bail and bail generally.  Cash bail as a 

concept is ripe for unfairness.  It has given rise to predatory bail bond services.  It 

often compels guilty pleas.  And it simply results in detention without due process – 

which is contrary to that hallmark of criminal jurisprudence in this country that 

everyone is innocent until proven guilty.  On the other hand unsecured bail (as an 

example) may be an appropriate alternative in certain circumstances.  Pursuant to 

Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial Conduct (effective 

July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be perceived by a reasonable 

person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I will keep an open mind 

and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and impartially if elected. 



4. What do you believe is the purpose of incarceration, both pre-trial and post-trial? 

In certain circumstances, and as part of carrying out their duties, judges do not have 

discretion over sentences.  I am duty bound to carry out the law.  That said, a judge 

must always be cognizant of mitigating circumstances and consider the entirety of the 

surrounding circumstances when issuing a sentence.  Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 

4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), 

any additional substantive response might be perceived by a reasonable person as 

undermining my independence or impartiality.  I will keep an open mind and will carry 

out my adjudicative duties faithfully and impartially if elected.  

5. One in three Philadelphians has a criminal record. In your opinion, how can judges 

support successful community re-entry?  

On the bench, I would advocate for a program similar to the federal court re-entry 

program that is overseen by Judge Restrepo (https://www.paep.uscourts.gov/re-

entry-court).  Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of 

Judicial Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any substantive response might be perceived 

by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I will keep 

an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and impartially if 

elected. 

6. When, if ever, do you think it’s appropriate for a judge to reject an agreement between 

the District Attorney and the defense? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any substantive response might be perceived by a 
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reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I will keep an 

open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and impartially if 

elected. 

7. According to a study from Columbia University’s Justice Lab, about 44,000 adults in 

Philadelphia are on probation or parole, which is a much higher figure than many other 

large cities. Pennsylvania is also one of the leading states in long probation tails, 

sentencing many people to probation for ten years or more after a jail sentence. What 

do you see as the long term effects of this? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be 

perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I 

will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 

8. When, if ever, is it appropriate to incarcerate someone for technical violations of 

probation when they haven’t committed a new crime? What factors would you consider 

here? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be 

perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I 

will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 

9. Probation detainers make up over 50% of the city’s jail population, and individuals are 



often held without signed judicial warrants. What do you think of this? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be 

perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I 

will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 

10. Philadelphia is at the center of the opioid crisis. In order to prevent more deaths, 

advocates have worked on harm reduction initiatives including needle exchange 

programs, Narcan distribution, and overdose prevention sites.  What can judges do to 

help expand and protect programs to combat the opioid crisis and continue to reduce 

harm? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be 

perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I 

will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 

11. According to the National Coalition for Child Protection Reform (NCCPR), Philadelphia 

now leads the country in removing children and placing them in foster care. What do 

you see as the longterm effects of this? What can judges do about this? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be 

perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I 



will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 

12. What is the “school-to-prison pipeline” and do you see it at work in Philadelphia? 

Any set of policies which increases the number of in juveniles in the legal system is a 

problem that society as a whole must work to solve.  A judge must always be 

cognizant of mitigating circumstances and consider the entirety of the surrounding 

circumstances.  Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code 

of Judicial Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might 

be perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  

I will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 

13. According to EvictionLab.org, in 2016 Philadelphia led the country in eviction rates at 

3.84%, 1.14% higher than the national average. What do you see as the longterm effects 

of this? What can judges do about this? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be 

perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I 

will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 

14. Would you support the court instituting a uniform policy prohibiting court personnel 

from contacting ICE and discouraging ICE arrests on court property without judicially 

signed warrants? 



No one should be detained without a judicially signed warrant.  Pursuant to Canon 4 

(Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial Conduct (effective July 1, 

2014), any additional substantive response might be perceived by a reasonable person 

as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I will keep an open mind and will 

carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and impartially if elected. 

15. What should the role of the judiciary be in ensuring equal access to justice for all city 

residents, regardless of immigration status? What steps would you personally take if 

elected? 

At this juncture, the most I can say is that if elected, I will diligently educate myself on 

these issues.  It is only after I am on the bench and able to evaluate and take into 

consideration all of the possibilities that I would be in a position to reach a more 

definitive conclusion.  Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the 

Code of Judicial Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response 

might be perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or 

impartiality.  I will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties 

faithfully and impartially if elected. 

16. 86% of women who enter the Philadelphia courts have experienced some form of 

trauma, and this is especially true for Black women. How could you use mitigation in 

your sentencing as a way of reducing harm? What alternatives to incarceration would 

you consider for women who have experienced trauma? 

In certain circumstances, and as part of carrying out their duties, judges do not have 

discretion over sentences.  I am duty bound to carry out the law.  That said, a judge 



must always be cognizant of mitigating circumstances and consider the entirety of the 

surrounding circumstances when issuing a sentence.  Drawing on my answers to 

questions 1 and 2, everybody has the opportunity to be heard because everyone has a 

story, and I will listen.  Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the 

Code of Judicial Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response 

might be perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or 

impartiality.  I will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties 

faithfully and impartially if elected. 

17. Current PA state law allows children under 18 to be prosecuted as adults in some cases, 

despite growing efforts locally and nationally to remove children from the adult system. 

Do you believe that children should ever be treated legally as adults? What do you think 

the long-term impacts are of incarcerating children in adult jails and prisons? 

Pursuant to Canon 4 (Rule 4.1(A)(12) and (Comment 11)) of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct (effective July 1, 2014), any additional substantive response might be 

perceived by a reasonable person as undermining my independence or impartiality.  I 

will keep an open mind and will carry out my adjudicative duties faithfully and 

impartially if elected. 


