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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 

phillyjat@gmail.com on or before March 18, 2019 
 
The Judicial Accountability Table (JAT) is a coalitional effort comprised of Philadelphia 
community organizations working to bring more fairness to our courts. We’ve written this 
questionnaire to be values-driven and focused on the issues most relevant to the people of 
Philadelphia, and we’ve made our questions compliant with the Code of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania1. We ask that you use no more than 250 words to respond to each question.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete our questionnaire, and we look forward to your 
response. The organizations of the JAT include: 
Reclaim Philadelphia 
Project SAFE 
Philadelphia DSA -- LILAC 
215 People's Alliance 

                                                 
1 Specifically the following section of 207 Pa. Code § 4.1, Political and Campaign Activities of Magisterial District Judges and 

Judicial Candidates in General: 
The making of a pledge, promise, or commitment is not dependent upon, or limited to, the use of any specific words or phrases; 
instead, the totality of the statement must be examined to determine whether the candidate for judicial office has specifically 
undertaken to reach a particular result. Pledges, promises, or commitments must be contrasted with statements or 
announcements of personal views on legal, political, or other issues, which are not prohibited. When making such statements, a 
magisterial district judge should acknowledge the overarching judicial obligation to apply and uphold the law, without regard to 
his or her personal views. 
 
As well as the following section of 207 Pa. Code § 4.2, Political and Campaign Activities of Judicial Candidates in Public Elections: 
 
A judge who is a candidate for elective judicial office shall not make any statement that would reasonably be expected to affect 
the outcome or impair the fairness of a matter pending or impending in any court.  

 

mailto:phillyjat@gmail.com


Philadelphia Community Bail Fund 
Youth Art and Self-Empowerment Project 
Amistad Law Project 
Coalition to Abolish Death By Incarceration (CADBI) 
The Center for Carceral Communities 
ICE out of Courts 
 
 
Preface 
 
In advance of providing my responses to the JAT Questionnaire, I want to recognize and express 
my appreciation for the effort the JAT has taken in thoughtfully preparing its questions in light 
of the provisions of the Pennsylvania Code of Judicial Conduct. As noted, Comment 9 to Rule 
4.1 of the Code of Judicial Conduct prohibits judicial candidates from using any specific words 
or phrases that demonstrate they have specifically undertaken to reach a particular result. 
Accordingly, I see it as my obligation to refrain from hypothesizing as to the circumstances, if 
any, that will drive a potential future decision one way or another. I seek judicial office with an 
open mind and an open heart and provide these responses to provide insight into the kind of 
judge I would be based upon my world view and the work in the community I have undertaken 
during my 25 years in the legal profession.  
 
 
Questions 
 

1. What are your top three priorities as an elected judge? 
 
Equal justice under law; Due Process; Judicial efficiency 
 
 

2. Do you feel that implicit bias plays a role in our courts? If so, how do you think it should 
be addressed?  

 
In order to function and survive in the world, most human actions occur without conscious 
thoughts. Our brains cannot consciously process every piece of information we are confronted 
with at every moment. As a result, we must rely on our experiences, history, and perceptions in 
order to make decisions. Implicit social cognition affects everyone, and judges are not immune. 
To ameliorate the impact of implicit bias in our courts, we need to begin with a diversity of 
representation on the bench. We should implement a program of specific and periodic training 
for judges in order to defeat negative bias by countering it intentionally and with awareness of 
the inaccuracies of discriminatory stereotypes. Finally, we need leadership in the judiciary to 
model egalitarian behavior and adherence to egalitarian goals throughout the courts. 
 



3. What is the role of bail in criminal proceedings? Do you believe the bail system in 
Philadelphia is fair? 

 
An April 2018 paper on Racial Bias in Bail Decisions, found that “Racial disparities are 
particularly prominent in the setting of bail: in our data, black defendants are 3.6 percentage 
points more likely to be assigned monetary bail than white defendants and, conditional on 
being assigned monetary bail, receive bail amounts that are $9,923 greater.” See 
https://www.princeton.edu/~wdobbie/files/racialbias.pdf at Page 1. To move closer to the 
aspiration of equal justice under law, such racial disparities must be eliminated and alternatives 
to cash bail considered.  
 
 

4. What do you believe is the purpose of incarceration, both pre-trial and post-trial? 
 
In my personal view, the primary purpose of incarceration, both post-trial and pre-trial, should 
be to preserve public safety.  
 
 

5. One in three Philadelphians has a criminal record. In your opinion, how can judges 
support successful community re-entry?  

 
Successful community re-entry should be of primary concern and judges should have an 
understanding of the resources available in the community, as well as through government, to 
shape re-entry. Judges, in my view, should fully utilize all such resources. For example, I 
applaud Chief Defender Keir Bradford-Grey for implementing a participatory defense program 
in Philadelphia to bring human stories to the fore in court proceedings. I also believe judges 
should have an understanding of the purpose underlying laws such as Philadelphia’s Fair 
Criminal Records Screening Standards Ordinance, also referred to as “Ban the Box.” Jobs are 
vital to successful re-entry and Ban the Box prohibits, among other things, employers from 
conducting a criminal background check until a conditional offer of employment has been 
extended, requires employers to do an individualized assessment of each applicant, and 
precludes employment policies that act as an automatic bar to employment.  
 
 

6. When, if ever, do you think it’s appropriate for a judge to reject an agreement between 
the District Attorney and the defense? 

 
I believe that judges should give appropriate deference to agreements made between the 
District Attorney and the defense and should review all agreements to ensure that the 
agreements are supported by the facts. 
 
 

https://www.princeton.edu/~wdobbie/files/racialbias.pdf


7. According to a study from Columbia University’s Justice Lab, about 44,000 adults in 
Philadelphia are on probation or parole, which is a much higher figure than many other 
large cities. Pennsylvania is also one of the leading states in long probation tails, 
sentencing many people to probation for ten years or more after a jail sentence. What 
do you see as the long term effects of this? 

 
Unreasonably long probation tails can exacerbate high incarceration rates, come at a high cost 
to taxpayers, and create impediments to rehabilitation.  
 
 

8. When, if ever, is it appropriate to incarcerate someone for technical violations of 
probation when they haven’t committed a new crime? What factors would you consider 
here? 

 
Factors judges consider include the nature, type, and seriousness of the violation claimed, as 
well as a history of prior probation violations and other aggravating or mitigating 
circumstances. These factors should be analyzed in the proper context of providing due process 
in the assessment of all probation matters. 
 
 

9. Probation detainers make up over 50% of the city’s jail population, and individuals are 
often held without signed judicial warrants. What do you think of this? 

 
I believe that no individual should be detained without due process of law. 
 
 

10. Philadelphia is at the center of the opioid crisis. In order to prevent more deaths, 
advocates have worked on harm reduction initiatives including needle exchange 
programs, Narcan distribution, and overdose prevention sites.  What can judges do to 
help expand and protect programs to combat the opioid crisis and continue to reduce 
harm?  

 
Full utilization of the First Judicial District Mental Health Court, Drug Treatment Court, and 
Veterans’ Court as alternatives to incarceration is essential in balancing justice, treatment, and 
public safety. I believe that judges should also consider: non-reporting probation, where 
individuals are not required to report to a probation officer during the period of probation; 
community service; and referral to treatment for addiction.  
 
 



11. According to the National Coalition for Child Protection Reform (NCCPR), Philadelphia 
now leads the country in removing children and placing them in foster care. What do 
you see as the longterm effects of this? What can judges do about this? 

 
Removal of children from their homes occurs disproportionately to poor people. As described 
by PEW,  
 

Poverty is one of Philadelphia’s most enduring problems. At 25.7 percent, the poverty 
rate is the highest among the nation’s 10 largest cities. About 400,000 residents—
including roughly 37 percent of the city’s children under the age of 18—live below the 
federal poverty line, which is $19,337 in annual income for an adult living with two 
children. And nearly half of all poor residents are in deep poverty, defined as 50 percent 
below the federal poverty line. 

 
See “Philadelphia’s Poor: Who they are, where they live, and how that has changed” at 
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2017/11/philadelphias-poor.  
 
Judges should be aware of and sensitive to these realities and run trauma-informed 
courtrooms. 
 
 

12. What is the “school-to-prison pipeline” and do you see it at work in Philadelphia? 
 
In January of 2010, as the Chairperson of the Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations, I 
convened a yearlong series of eleven public hearings in response to a day of violence at South 
Philadelphia High School. At one of these hearings, an education activist testified that the 
School District’s policy of automatic school suspensions was no solution to issues relating to 
intergroup tensions and violence in the City’s public schools. He further identified that such 
“zero tolerance” policies and the manner of policing in public schools were the beginning of the 
school-to-prison pipeline. 
 
 

13. According to EvictionLab.org, in 2016 Philadelphia led the country in eviction rates at 
3.84%, 1.14% higher than the national average. What do you see as the longterm effects 
of this? What can judges do about this? 

 
High eviction rates are not only a symptom of poverty, it can be a driver of poverty. Substantive 
policy solutions must come from other branches of government. However, judges can play an 
important role in ensuring that every individual’s due process rights are protected during 
eviction proceedings and that all those appearing before them are treated with dignity and 
decency. Most importantly, judges must make certain that the parties are fully apprised of their 
rights and understand the proceedings as they are taking place. 
 
 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2017/11/philadelphias-poor


14. Would you support the court instituting a uniform policy prohibiting court personnel 
from contacting ICE and discouraging ICE arrests on court property without judicially 
signed warrants? 

 
Yes. 
 
 

15. What should the role of the judiciary be in ensuring equal access to justice for all city 
residents, regardless of immigration status? What steps would you personally take if 
elected? 

 
I know what it is to live under the threat of deportation. I was born in Seoul, Korea, but I have 
lived in the United States since I was a small child. America is the only place I have ever called 
home. One of my strongest childhood memories takes me back to a summer day before I was 
about to start middle school. I was scanning books from a selection we had at home. As I 
thumbed through one of the books, slips of paper fell out onto the floor. I picked up the pieces 
of paper and saw that they were deportation notices for me and everyone in my family.  
 
Looking back, I realize how fortunate I have been in my life. I lived in a time when it was 
possible to go to a college with a need-blind admissions policy and that helped me obtain my 
own student visa. In 1986, when I was a college sophomore, President Reagan signed into law 
the Immigration Reform and Control Act. With the enactment of comprehensive immigration 
reform, I was able to apply for permanent residency under the Registry provisions of IRCA. 
While I was a senior, I researched the new law, collected documentation evidencing my 
continuous residency in the United States since before 1972, and filed my own application for 
permanent residency with INS. This process inspired me to go to law school. In 1993, the year 
that I graduated law school, I became a naturalized citizen of the United States of America.  
 
I believe that judges must exercise their role with compassion, equity, integrity, decency, and 
humility. I hope to return to public service by joining the bench to take on a different role: to 
promote justice and to fairly, equitably, and humanely apply the law to the facts presented. I 
am deeply committed to listening to all parties with an open mind, applying the law in a 
reasoned manner, free from personal bias, and treating all parties who appear before me with 
dignity, decency, respect, and fairness. 
 
 

16. 86% of women who enter the Philadelphia courts have experienced some form of 
trauma, and this is especially true for Black women. How could you use mitigation in 
your sentencing as a way of reducing harm? What alternatives to incarceration would 
you consider for women who have experienced trauma?  

 
I believe it incumbent upon all jurists to run trauma-informed courtrooms. Programs that focus 
on treatment and counseling should be considered and implemented. As one example, Project 
Dawn Court, seeks to connect non-violent repeat prostitution offenders with therapeutic and 



reentry services, while attempting to reduce recidivism of prostitution and related crimes. 
Project Dawn provides drug treatment as well as trauma counseling for abuse.  
 
 

17. Current PA state law allows children under 18 to be prosecuted as adults in some cases, 
despite growing efforts locally and nationally to remove children from the adult system. 
Do you believe that children should ever be treated legally as adults? What do you think 
the long-term impacts are of incarcerating children in adult jails and prisons? 

 
According to the Juvenile Law Center,  
 

Scientific research shows key developmental differences between youth and adults that 
impact youth’s decision making, impulse control, and susceptibility to peer pressure. 
While these differences do not excuse youth from responsibility for their actions, the 
U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly recognized that youth are less blameworthy than 
adults and more capable of change and rehabilitation. . . . 
 
Research also shows that as youth mature, they are substantially less likely to re-offend; 
locking children up for years will extend their incarceration well beyond the time 
needed for them to be rehabilitated. 

 
See https://jlc.org/issues/youth-tried-adults.  
 
Incarcerating children in adult prisons puts youth at great risk. In my view, programs such as the 
Working to Restore Adolescents Power (WRAP) Court should be fully utilized to provide 
alternatives to criminalization. WRAP Court provides specialized trauma-informed treatment to 
victims in the least restrictive and most holistic environment possible, working collaboratively 
with a specially designated individuals from the District Attorney’s Office, the Defender 
Association, the Department of Human Services, and many nonprofit advocacy organizations.  
 
 

https://jlc.org/issues/youth-tried-adults

