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Prepared By: Kenyatta Johnson              Phone/Email:  267.978.0173 /councilmankj@ icloud.com  
 
Campaign Manager: Blair Talmadge        Phone/Email:  215.432.2962 / btalmadge@aol.com 
 
Candidate Name: Kenyatta Johnson 
 
Campaign Address: 1419 Point Breeze Ave. 
 
Campaign Email: info@citizensforkenyattajohnson.com  
Campaign Website: citizensforkenyattajohnson.com 
 
 
 

I, __________________  Kenyatta Johnson _________________, certify that the information 
provided on this questionnaire is accurate and the opinions stated here accurately reflect my 

own positions.  
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 
Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org  on or before February 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are  “ yes ”  or  “ no ”  questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
 
 

PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and your 

decision to run for City Council.  
 

 

http://icloud.com/
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I was born and raised in Point Breeze, South Phila. I graduated from Edward Bok High 
School. I ’ m a first generation college graduate. I received my BA from Mansfield University 
and my Masters from the University of Penn Fels Center of Government. As a juvenile I 
received a gun charge at the age of 16. While on probation, I decided to go away to college 
to better my life by receiving an education, but also to get away from the everyday violence 
in my neighborhood.  While away in College i was determined to return to my community  to 
make a difference in the lives of young people. In 1998, I created Peace Not Guns after the 
murder of my cousin. I knew then, that I wanted to help my community and do whatever 
possible to put an end to senseless acts of gun violence which continue to plague our 
street ’ s everyday.  All of these experiences impacted my decision for elected office. First 
serving as State Representative of the 186th Legislative District and now serving as the 1st 
African American to represent the 2nd Council District. I ’ ve always advocated for safer 
streets, clean neighborhoods and more green space for kids to play, quality education, and 
affordable housing. Today, I am a husband and father of two toddler boys, Isaiah Mandela 
and Elijah Kwame and a public servant who continues to fight for my constituents. 

 
2.  What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your opinions and 
analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 
 

I’m no economist, but I am a witness to the damage done by capitalism’s excesses. 
When investors demand that companies put profits over people, and employers hold all 
the cards, employees get exploited. Poverty wages. Unhealthy, unsafe work conditions. 
Unpredictable and inadequate hours. The list goes on.  
 
That’s unacceptable. And it’s why I have put my career on the line, time after time, to 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Philadelphia’s workers. I stood with SEIU and UNITE 
HERE! in their long fight to unionize airport employees and raise the minimum wage for 
all airport workers to $15 per hour. I stood with retail and hospitality workers as a 
co-sponsor of fair workweek, paid sick leave, and “ban the box” bills. I opposed the 
privatization of PGW, and I helped to fund Philadelphia’s first steps towards universal 
Pre-K. Meanwhile, I am the only member of City Council to carry two staffers dedicated 
solely to workers’ issues, from diversity and inclusion to overcoming barriers to 
employment. 
 
Unions and economic justice laws can help level the playing field for workers. I come 
from a union family and I’m proud to support organized labor every day as an elected 
official. And I’m proud to take tough votes for economic justice. As long as I’m in City 
Hall, workers will have an ally in the building. 

 
3.  What do  “ white supremacy ”  and  “ patriarchy ”  mean to you? How do you see them operating in 
the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you enact in order to 
end them?  
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White supremacy and patriarchy are overt and covert forces that work within our 
political-economic system to consolidate power in the hands of a few, and at the 
expense of the many. The damaging costs of both white supremacy and patriarchy are 
huge for our entire society. Not only do they create inefficiencies within our economy, 
but they also have destructive social consequences such as impaired youth 
development, toxic masculinity, ostracism, and marginalization.  
 
These consequences are a significant problem in lives of Philadelphians every day, and 
in some cases are sanctioned by the city. There are many ways that the city must 
ensure that these evils do not infiltrate our governing political structures and society at 
large. Actively safeguarding diversity in positions of leadership for women, people of 
color, and people who identify as LGBTQIA+ will help.  
 
Structural racism is something I’ve experienced my entire life as an African-American 
male. As a teenager, I found myself pulled into the juvenile justice system, where I 
couldn’t help but notice that almost every youth was like me: African-American and 
male. I have dedicated myself, personally and professionally, to righting these wrongs. 
 
As a councilman, I am proud to have pushed relentlessly for justice reform. Two years 
ago, I brokered an end to Philadelphia’s practice of charging parents and their children for 
the costs of juvenile detention. Last year, I negotiated an end to Philadelphia’s 30% fee 
on all posted bail. This spring, I will be holding hearings on the use of solitary 
confinement for juveniles charged as adults.  
 

 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its root 
causes? What steps would you take? 
 

Philadelphia schools have suffered from decades of disinvestment. In addition, the 
Pennsylvania State take-over led to disorganized leadership by the SRC from 2001 
through 2018 but school funding is at the heart of many of the School District’s issues. 
 
Increasing costs within the district have outpaced contributions from the state causing 
localities to pick up the balance. I’ve supported and continue to support legislation that 
properly funds our schools including increased city appropriations for the District on a 
yearly basis as well as the implementation of the city’s cigarette tax and soda tax. As an 
example of the state’s funding shortfalls, special education costs in the state, over the 
last 10 years, have increased by $1.5 billion yet the state has only contributed an 
additional $72 million to cover those costs. 
 
Students cannot thrive when librarians, nurses, counselors, music and art teachers, and 
every other non-teacher staff has been stripped away. Pennsylvania’s constitution 
mandates the General Assembly “provide for the maintenance and support of a thorough 
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and efficient system of public education.” Harrisburg has shirked that constitutional duty, 
refusing to adopt a fair funding formula for all state education dollars. 
 
That’s why my colleagues and I returned the School District to local control last year. 
And we committed hundreds of millions of dollars to close the District’s budget deficit. 
Now that we’ve stopped the fiscal bleeding, we have to start investing in our schools 
again. That means renovating school buildings so they’re safe, getting the community 
schools model right and expanding it citywide, and retaining diverse teachers and 
administrators. 
 

 
5.  Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does the 
current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies or 
programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 
 

 
There is a small group of people who are dangerous to themselves and others. For 
them, humane detention is appropriate, with the eventual goal of rehabilitation and 
reintegration. But anyone else should be able, with the right support, to take a non-prison 
path to redemption that’s respectful of the need for safety and healing by victims, 
co-victims, and the broader community. 
 
Our current system has a long way to go, but we have made great strides. I’m proud to 
have helped reduce the financial burdens of justice involvement, expand “ban the box,” 
advocate for better conditions for detainees, ending cash bail, advocating for resources 
for returning citizens, advocating for clean slate legislation for those who have records, 
and providing a pipeline for our youth to have access to job training and career 
development opportunities.  
 
Although mass incarceration is not the answer, Philadelphia does have a gun violence 
epidemic, and a cure is needed. As founder and co-chair of City Council’s Special 
Committee on Gun Violence, I have worked to keep a spotlight on this issue. That 
advocacy has sparked new partnerships and helped to bring millions of new city and 
state dollars to violence prevention programs. Those new dollars are going to 
evidence-informed programs that focus on prevention, not punishment.  

 
6.  What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? Do 
you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you and what 
will you do if elected to City Council?  
 

Human activity in combination with the greenhouse effect is the leading cause of climate 
change. Under President Obama, the United States committed itself to the Paris Climate 
Agreement which represented a global effort to tackle the issues associated with climate 
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change. President Trump infamously pulled the United States out of that agreement. 
Nevertheless, Philadelphia has committed to honoring their share of the climate deal. 
This is the right decision and we should continue to honor it.  
 
I support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia. This means investing in green public 
infrastructure and reducing the city’s carbon footprint. Some encouraging efforts are 
already underway including the Philadelphia Water Department’s Green City, Clean 
Waters Initiative, and the city’s pledge to run on 100% renewable energy by 2030. Of 
course, a Green New Deal can do even more.  
 
A Chair of the Transportation and Utilities Committee, I have helped push Philadelphia 
into a national leadership position on green economic policy. This past fall, I helped to 
fast-track an innovative renewable power purchase agreement. Under the agreement, a 
700-acre solar farm will be established to meet about 20% of the City’s energy needs. 
Until now, this innovative model has been used primarily by large tech firms like Amazon 
and Google, but other public sector institutions like Penn, Temple, and SEPTA are 
already moving to emulate the City’s pioneering example. At my urging, the project 
includes an economic opportunity plan to ensure diversity and inclusion, a first for a City 
energy contract. I have also enthusiastically supported the establishment by City Council 
of the Philadelphia Energy Authority to undertake green projects such as Solarize Philly, 
which subsidizes residential solar panels while producing local, “green collar” jobs. 

 
I have also contributed funding from my available budgets for specifically green 
infrastructural improvements to parks and recreation centers all throughout the 2 nd 
district including Guerin Recreation Center, Lanier Park, Smith Playground, and 
McCreesh Playground and Skatepark. In addition, I recently created the 2nd District 
Clean & Green Advisory Board to address the issue of the preservation of green space, 
litter, illegal dumping, and cleaner and greener neighborhoods. 
 

 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not?  What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 
 

Yes, Philadelphia has a housing crisis. It’s a tale of two cities. Educated, prosperous 
people—especially young professionals and empty nesters—are more likely than ever to 
choose the city over the suburbs. But the other side of the coin is that Philadelphia is still 
the poorest major city in America, and its deep poverty rate has increased. That split is 
reflected in Philadelphia’s housing market. On one hand, the high-end housing market is 
booming. But working-class and poor Philadelphians have limited options. High-quality 
housing is often unaffordable and affordable housing is often low-quality.  
 
Tackling this crisis is one of my top priorities. I’ve help make Philadelphia a leader in 
prevention of gentrification-related displacement. Property tax relief programs like the 
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homestead exemption, longtime owner-occupant program (LOOP), and the senior tax 
freeze have protected homeowners when spikes in their property assessments have 
spiked their tax bills. At the same time, Council has dedicated $100 million to housing 
preservation—$60 million for emergency repairs and $40 million for low-interest 
non-emergency loans. Meanwhile, Council has committed an extra $20 million per year 
for the Housing Trust Fund, for which I sit on the board. That means more funding for 
homelessness prevention, downpayment assistance, emergency rent and mortgage 
payments, and more. At the same time, I’ve set aside City land in my district for 
affordable housing projects.   Moreover, I was able to secure funding for 100 additional 
beds for emergency shelter for survivors of domestic abuse.  
 
One change I would recommend is to end the ten-year tax abatement in areas that are 
experiencing gentrification and create new incentives in sections of the city that need 
development. Housing is often the single most important and expensive asset for every 
individual or family. The city should be constantly looking for additional means of 
protecting these investments and securing housing opportunities for our most vulnerable 
populations.  If we can achieve development without displacement, then we’ll have more 
diverse neighborhoods. 
 

 
PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 

 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia?  YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?   YES [X] 
NO  [    ]  
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?   YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
4.  Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color?   YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?   YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?   YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?   YES [ ]  NO  [X]  
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8.  Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)?   YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?   YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?   YES [    ]  NO  [X]  
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?   YES [X]  NO  [ ]  
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?   YES [    ]  NO  [X]  
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality and 
over-policing? 
  YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?   YES [    ]  NO  [X]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers?  YES [X] NO  [  ]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their home, 
be it foreclosure or eviction?   YES [X]  NO  [    ]  
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [X]   NO  [    ]  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there ’ s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to provide 
additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your  
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response to a total of 100 words or less.  

 


