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Prepared By: __Sheila E. Armstrong____ Phone/Email: _267-972-2484 
sheilaearmstrong8109@gmail.com_ 
 
Campaign Manager: _____God_________ Phone/Email:__Available anytime to listen___ 
 
Candidate Name: _Sheila E. Armstrong_____________________________________ 
 
Campaign Address: ____5619 Broomall Street Phila. PA 19143_______________________ 
 
Campaign Email: __armstrong4citycouncil5@gmail.com__________________  
Campaign Website: ____ http://sheilaearmstrong81.wixsite.com/forcitycouncil   ____________ 
 
 
 

I, _____Sheila E. Armstrong____________________, certify that the information provided on 
this questionnaire is accurate and the opinions stated here accurately reflect my own positions.  

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 
Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org  on or before February 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sheilaearmstrong81.wixsite.com/forcitycouncil
mailto:Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org
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PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 

 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, 

and your decision to run for City Council.  
 
To tell you my personal story about myself that informs my worldview I would need to explain to 
you my life experience. As a low-income African American woman, I was born and raised in a 
section of Philadelphia called “the bottom”. Growing up in this section of the city, all of my life I 
experienced prejudice, discrimination and oppression. Then, in 2003, I was in a domestic 
violence situation that changed my life! I needed help which I received from Women Against 
Abuse and some of the many values that I learned which I plan to take forward is to aid when 
requested or see a need, listen to the people you service, and advocate for those that cannot 
advocate for themselves.  
 
Now as a single mother, I’m running for City Council to end the oppression against the 
low-income community and for the future of my sons. Wages aren’t high enough for a single 
mother raising two children, and I believe our city should provide working families with the 
resources they need to prosper. 
 

2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your 
opinions and analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities?  

 
Capitalism is not a fair system. It was designed to keep the wealthy rich, and the poor, poor. In 
order to improve the economic stability for families and communities in Philadelphia we need to 
continue to focus on the needs of our middle class, low-income, and low-skilled workers! 
Below are my three areas of focus: 
Educate - If we want to increase Philadelphia's economic sustainability, we need to provide 
everyone with the tools necessary to reach self-sufficiency. If a Philadelphian needs a GED or 
job-training then they should receive it!   
Living Wage NOW! -  I believe that it is Philadelphia's responsibility to ensure that every 
Philadelphian is paid enough to take care of their families. Let's make the minimum wage a 
LIVING WAGE NOW! 
Sustainable Housing –  As the largest landlord in the city, PHA is not being held accountable to 
the services they should be providing to low income communities. My goal is to do an audit of 
the PHA system to ensure that low-income and middle-class families are receiving the housing 
they need. 
Future Focus - We must counterbalance the drive for short-term profits by assuring that 
development, technology and fiscal policies are important AND create some assurance to future 
generations of Philadelphia citizens.  
 
 

3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them 
operating in the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, 
would you enact in order to end them?  
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White supremacy, patriarchy, and classism are connected and interdependent. They create a 
system of oppression that denies Philadelphians the right and freedom to be who they want to 
be. Our country has a national problem with white supremacy, patriarchy, and capitalism, 
beyond just race. We have to be willing to have complex conversations to build a new identity 
for the city of Philadelphia that’s fair and equitable for everyone. 
 
One problem I have with white supremacy and patriarchy in our government is the Minority 
Business Women’s Certification. I am required to have this certification in order to have 
contracts with the city for my business, and I am required to pay a fee in order to qualify for the 
certification. This program that was designed to create diversity in city contracts instead puts 
an unnecessary burden on those of us who have limited access to resources.  
 
As a low-income woman, I see and experience prejudice from EVERY race that believes their 
wealth gives them the right to treat someone substandard. And that is the issue that needs to 
be addressed especially since regardless of the race… low-income people is treated poorly 
period!  
  
A proposed policy that I would create is an audit of the city agencies and the contracts they 
have with organizations that work with the low-income community. We will have to create a 
system to measure and ensure the success of our city departments, agencies, and 
organizations. Hard decisions MUST be made to start having Philadelphia regain success in 
the low-income community and lose our current title of the nation’s poorest urban city.  
 

4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as 
its root causes? What steps would you take?  

 
As a parent and education advocate, I envision a Philadelphia where children at every age are 
learning and understanding to a curriculum that prepares them for the future.  
My areas of focus: 
Innovation - I will advocate for programming that captures the students' interest in STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics) fields and promote internship and 
mentorship programs in careers related to these industries. 
Support -Providing support to K-12, college, and post graduate level students is important to 
students' success. If a Philadelphian needs GED or job training, they should receive it. 
Sustainability - I will ensure that the programs offered to students are developed to create 
opportunities that will continue to promote students' interest in STEAM career related fields.  
Partnerships - Partnerships are needed in building a great public education system! I 
will continue to develop and maintain strong partnerships across the city that will assist in 
preparing Philadelphia students for college and career readiness.   
Funding:  This vision cannot be fulfilled without funding. I will continue to support the state 
putting 100% of the money thru the funding formula. I would also audit the school district and 
also examine our pre-school programs and daycares that operate in our city because research 
has proven that pre-k matters. I would work with my city council colleagues to create the 
“Philadelphia ANY CITIZEN EDUCATED” (PACE) program. The PACE program will ensure that 
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ANY resident in the city of Philadelphia that needs an education receives it and would operate 
out of our recreation centers.  
 

 
5.   Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? 

Does the current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and 
what policies or programs would you pursue to achieve your vision?  

 
As a woman that lost family from gun violence, been incarcerated and personal record 
expunged, has loved ones in prisons across PA, and witness to daily police harassment of my 
low-income community…  
I understand that there are more than just “policies” and “programs” that must be created but 
also a conversation with the people closest to the trauma and allow them to create a plan for 
their community’s safety.  
Research proved that there are some simple measures our city can take to increase the safety 
of our communities such as increase lighting in all communities.  
 
Or another ideal I have is to  increase funding and staffing for the police advisory commission  so 
they can create and operate an independent  “Digital Community Town Watch Program” 
which will increase the use and operation of street cameras across the city. 
 
Behavior studies has shown that people are less likely to commit a crime, plus watch their 
behavior when they see cameras or signs that states " They are being recorded ". By utilizing my 
proposed “Digital Community Town Watch Program” we will: 
1. Create safety in communities that are under the " no snitch" rule because now the community 
does not have to snitch… Because the crime was caught on camera. 
2. Create new jobs for our city because we will need at least 200-1000 people for the camera 
programs. 
3. Create a new tax break and some tax relief for participants especially since everyone has a 
obligation to create a community with shared safety.  
 
 

6.   What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address 
this? Do you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that 
mean to you and what will you do if elected to City Council?  

The fundamental factor causing the climate change is people! There is no argument that people 
and our modes of transportation are two of the reason why our climate is changing. I have a 
personal belief that a healthy society cannot exist without a healthy environment and that ALL 
things are interconnected and interdependent. 
 
Both nature and humanity are worthy of respect and freedom from exploitation. I am committed 
to ecological sustainability and will promote policies that will make a better future for our children. 
I support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and that means an increase funding to solar 
energy. I am a big supporter of solar energy and how it has been assisting in the development of 
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communities across the world and would like to increase pressure on PECO Energy to move 
towards a renewable energy package.  
 
 

7.   Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? 
What changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your 
vision?  

 
YES, there is a housing crisis. I know this because I have been homeless! I lived in a shelter, 
and I know how it feels to wonder which utility bill was more important to pay because rent was 
due. Seeing abandoned properties in this city was the biggest thing that bugged me when I was 
homeless. It is time for Philadelphia to turn these vacant properties into livable housing for our 
homeless community.  
  
I will also audit PHA to ensure that their funds are being used to actually provide low-income 
Philadelphians with safe housing, and that repairs are made in a timely fashion.  Every landlord 
that operates in the city of Philadelphia MUST show proof that all their units meet safe living 
standards in order to obtain a renter’s certificate to operate. Any landlord that is not in 
compliance with this law MUST cease operations immediately, provide current tenants with 
temporary housing until that unit is certified by the city’s health department. PHA is the largest 
landlord in the city, and right now they are not required to maintain these safe living conditions in 
their units. This must change.  
 
Finally my last but first initiative is to have a strong conversation about rent control and an  
Increase in funding to the housing trust fund so it can be comparable to other cities such as New 
York and Baltimore.  
 
 
 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia?  YES [ x   ]  NO  [ 
]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?   YES [ x   ] 
NO  [    ]  
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?   YES [ x   ]  NO  [    ]  
 
4.  Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color?   YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
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5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?   YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?   YES [    x]  NO  [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?   YES [ x   ]  NO  [    ]  
 
8.  Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)?   YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?   YES [    ]  NO  [ x   ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?   YES [    ]  NO  [   x ]  
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?   YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?   YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality and 
over-policing? 
  YES [ x   ]  NO  [    ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?   YES [  x  ]  NO  [ 
]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers?  YES [  x  ] NO  [ 
]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their home, 
be it foreclosure or eviction?   YES [ x   ]  NO  [    ]  
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [  x  ]   NO  [    ]  
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PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to provide 
additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  
 
 


