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I, Patrick W. Jones, certify that the information provided on this questionnaire is accurate and 
the opinions stated here accurately reflect my own positions.  

 
 

Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 
Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org  on or before February 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTION 
This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
 
 
 

PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and your 
decision to run for City Council. 
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I am the oldest child of a civil-rights advocate and a second-generation entrepreneur. I 
was raised in several neighborhoods of Northwest Philly and went to both public and 
private schools throughout the Northwest region. When my parents separated, my father 
moved into the Allegheny West and Nicetown communities while my mother lived and 
invested in Mt. Airy and Germantown. Because my family extended geographically, I 
was able to grow up developing an extensive understanding of the life, culture, and 
values of our “Uptown” communities. 
 
While attending Drexel University, I met my wife, who also graduated from schools in our 
Northwest community and grew up living and appreciating life across Northwest 
neighborhoods. In addition to our Uptown upbringing, all of our children have graduated 
or will graduate from 8th Council District public schools and are also following in the 
tradition of Northwest culture. More explicitly, our oldest child graduated from Imhotep 
Charter High School and is now proudly serving in the US Marine Corps (LCpl). Our 
oldest daughter graduated from Central High School (276) and attends Howard 
University. We also have three daughters at the Philadelphia High School for Girls and 
our youngest child attends public school in Mt. Airy. 
 
I recently served as President of Nicetown CDC’s Neighborhood Advisory 
Subcommittee, as a member of the Board of Directors with East Mt. Airy Neighbors, as a 
Democratic committee person in Philadelphia’s 59th Ward, and as a member of the 39th 
Police District’s Advisory Committee. Although I am professionally known for my zoning, 
business, and community development experience, I also worked as a union electrician 
for years. But, serving my community was always my passion and I have helped 
thousands of families and many businesses in Northwest Philadelphia over the past 
decade. 
 
I’ve shared so much about myself and my family because my politics - like my family - 
naturally lie within the interests of the Northwest neighborhoods. I believe that everyone 
deserves a community that reflects the quality of life they desire, and a District Council 
person’s primary duty should be to allocate, legislate, and investigate in the best interest 
of their constituents’ values. 

 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your opinions and 
analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 

My campaign is built around the values of a man who has the life experience, 
commitment and track record of a working class father who has worked tirelessly 
to support five daughters and a son. My fight in my community has been to 
balance the distribution of resources so that all families have the quality of life 
they desire. Whether it is about air pollution in Nicetown, rampant gun violence in 
Germantown, development projects in low-income neighborhoods, or a clean-up, 
I’ve fought against a political-economic system that is not fairly distributed equally 
to all families in my community. Institutional barriers within the current economic 
system can be changed and my focus will be to start in the 8 th Council District. 
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3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them operating in 
the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you enact in order to 
end them? 

“White supremacy” is a racist concept that identifies people with “white” skin as 
being superior to people of darker skin and of Jewish descent. This term is an 
ideology that was the foundation for sociopolitical tragedies like the African and 
Jewish Holocausts. As a black man, it is impossible for me to believe in that 
ideology. I believe that skin color is merely a characteristic of one’s genetics and 
not a symbol or identifying factor of one’s superiority over any other person or 
people. 

 
Patriarchy is a sexist ideology and fortunately a fading social system that puts 
emphasis on the male gender. Patriarchy is destructive and plays off of male 
insecurities, whether real or imagined.  

 
While the City code includes protections against discrimination on the basis of 
race and gender as well as age, sexual orientation, marital status, religion and 
many other categories, as a public official I must still remain vigilant to these 
injustices. While legislation may not be needed, it is important that people 
understand their rights under the existing laws. In my Council office I will make 
sure that my Constituent Service representatives are knowledgeable about these 
protections and other agencies that service victims so that if they receive a call 
for help they can be effective. If the situation warrants more public and 
broad-based attention I will develop the appropriate response.  This process is in 
line with my general philosophy that good public policy and leadership comes 
from the grassroots. 

 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its root 
causes? What steps would you take?  

The actual root causes of our Philadelphia School District Crisis is financial 
segregation. The economic structure in Harrisburg does not benefit the needs of 
the needy, but only reinforces the wealthy. But a more practical answer would be 
the lack of adequate funding. While property taxes are basically an inequitable 
mechanism for funding our schools, I will work to get those non-profit institutions 
pay their fair share of taxes through Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOTs) 
agreements. 

 
5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does the 
current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies or 
programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 

People should be incarcerated after a fair trial in which they are convicted. The 
sentence should be appropriate to send a message to society that criminal 
behavior will not be tolerated but not too harsh as to prevent the opportunity for 
rehabilitation.  We know that the current system is too often skewed against 
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young men of color. But I am encouraged that the new District Attorney, Larry 
Krasner, is working to remediate these injustices. As a City Councilman I will 
have primary responsibility for passage of the City’s budget. I will use this 
power to scrutinize the practices and procedures of all the departments that 
deal with criminal justice. 

 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? Do 
you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you and what 
will you do if elected to City Council?  

Climate change is clearly caused by human exploitation and neglect of the 
planet. Scientists around the globe have already told us that the crisis is upon us 
with only 12 years to avert major global warming catastrophe. It is because of 
these dire warnings that I feel the greatest of urgency. As a City Councilman I will 
enact legislation to amend the Air Management Code, something that is woefully 
out of date. I will continue to work against environmental racism and fight against 
the construction and/or operation of gas-powered plants such as the one that 
SEPTA is trying to build in my community of Nicetown. It is important to 
understand that as public officials we have a legal duty under the Pennsylvania 
Constitution to protect the environment for current and future generations. I will 
take that obligation very seriously. 

 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 

For those residents living in poverty which for the City averages at 25.7% but is 
substantially higher in most parts of the 8 th Council District, there is a shortage of 
affordable housing options. This is compounded by the fact that the housing 
stock is old and deteriorating. I would continue to support developments that 
create affordable housing, preferably as infill and preferably with a path to home 
ownership. There are City programs to help low-income homeowners with 
repairs, such as the Basic Systems Repair Program, but this and other 
assistance needs to be expanded. 

 
PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 

 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [  X ]  NO  [   ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?  YES [ X ] 
NO  [    ]  
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
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4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color?  YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?  YES [ X]  NO  [    ]  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  YES [ X]  NO  [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?  YES [X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)?  YES [X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  YES [ X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  YES [  X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?  YES [   ]   NO  [ X ] I will 
propose a modification that sees the abatement in areas that would otherwise not be 
developed like Logan. Our low-income neighborhoods, particularly in the NW need this 
assistance, not areas like Center City that would be developed with or without any tax 
abatement. 
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ] I am particularly interested in 
amending the City’s Air Management Code, something that hasn’t been done in decades. 
I am also interested in exploring the City divesting its investment holdings from fossil 
fuel companies, similar to what is being done in NYC. 
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 
 YES [  X ]  NO  [    ] I support an independent commission which would have to be 
established by amending our Home Rule Charter. 
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14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?  YES [  X]  NO  [    ]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? YES [  X  ] NO [ ]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [  X ]   NO  [    ] To raise my six children I’ve worked many jobs. But it wasn’t until I 
became a union member that 40 hours a week was enough. No parent should have to 
miss precious moments with their family to earn a living. 
 
 

PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  

As of the submission of this questionnaire, there is no other candidate who has the 
understanding of the needs of the 8th Council District, the life-long and generational 
investment in its community, the knowledge of our city’s political process and resources, 
the community-based network to collaboratively provide effective solutions for all 
neighborhoods in the 8th Council District, and the will to push forward so that initiatives 
become permanent answers to long-standing problems. I thank you for this opportunity 
and I would honor the support of Reclaim by standing strong with you in the fight for the 
best quality of life for all of our neighborhoods. 

 
 
 

 


