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__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org on or before February 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
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PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and your 
decision to run for City Council. 
 
My own upbringing informs my worldview and politics, as it is the story of many people                
across the country and Philadelphia. My parents grew up poor; my father grew up in the                
poorest town in Puerto Rico in a home with no internal plumbing and my mother grew up                 
in public housing. Throughout life we struggled, because when you are part of the              
working-class there are no safety nets. Currently, my mom still works countless hours             
and my dad has 3 jobs to make ends meet. Growing up we struggled to afford a home, to                   
have health insurance, to send me to school; struggles that are all too familiar to               
working-class Philadelphians. Issues of poverty, housing insecurity, and alienation are          
just as prominent in Philly. But, unlike most cancers, the issues we face have solutions.               
I’m confident we can solve these issues by building a movement that mobilizes a mass               
coalition of Philadelphians to fight for working-class demands. I decided to run for City              
Council because we need elected officials who are committed to fight for our demands              
and to ensure that oppressed and vulnerable communities have a voice and our issues at               
the decision-making table. We need elected officials who are going to fight courageously             
and fervently for a municipal Green New Deal, for quality jobs and a livable minimum               
wage, and to ensure healthcare, housing, and education as human rights. I am committed              
to working so that no one in our city is too poor to live. 
 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your opinions and 
analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 
 
Capitalism is at the root of many of the societal issues that are pervasive throughout our                
city. We currently have a system that puts profits and the interests of a few above the                 
human needs of the many. This is evident within our city as we have a political class that                  
caters to the demands of the wealthy, real estate lobbyists, corporate business owners,             
and landlords over the needs of everyday working-class Philadelphians, who create the            
wealth of these groups, are suffering under the strain of these interrelated issues. These              
issues, at the core, arise as a result of our capitalist socio-economic system. As a               
democratic socialist, I believe government’s fundamental role is to ensure people’s basic            
needs are met and to do so people deserve a stable home, to healthcare, to jobs that pay                  
a livable wage, and to an education that affords our children with the opportunities to               
thrive and decide their own path in life. Under our capitalist society, these inalienable              
human rights are seen as profitable sources or enterprises. As a City Councilor, I will               
work to change the mentality and the current system, because we need and deserve a               
city that is based on the value of cooperation and sustainability not profitability or              
quarterly returns. We deserve change and we are fighting for change because            
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working-class Philadelphians, like myself, are yearning for a different future, a future            
where no one is the victim of alienation, exploitation, or oppression for the sake of               
someone else's profit. 
 
3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them operating in 
the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you enact in order to 
end them?  
 
White supremacy is not only the belief that white people are superior to people of other                
races or promoting an agenda focused on bettering white folks, but also an omission of               
action and guilt in a broken system that perpetuates racial, socioeconomic, and ethnic             
divides, and access to opportunities. Patriarchy more than being a system where men             
hold power, it is also the internalized belief that women are not deserving of positions of                
power. For too long the centers of political gravity have revolved around the demands of               
elite old white men rather than the demands of a racial and gender diverse working-class.               
A prime example of this is the protections our current political leaders show to Senator               
Leach, a known harasser and sexual assaulter. In order to end both systems, we have to                
ensure every single Philadelphian has a truly representative democracy by proposing           
public financing for city elections through a voucher system. We must also ensure             
everyone is receiving an education of quality, expand and develop programs that link             
underserved communities and formerly incarcerated to jobs, educational and healthcare          
resources, as well as ensuring food and housing security. I will fight to end practices like                
cash bail, fight to legalize and tax marijuana, create an elected Civilian Police             
Accountability Board and city operated affordable childcare centers. We can never truly            
undo the centuries of oppression of women and POC until we level the playing field               
electorally and remove the structural barriers of white supremacy and patriarchy. 
 
 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its root 
causes? What steps would you take? 
 
Philadelphia’s public-school system is in crisis as one’s zip code has a fundamental             
impact on the future of our children. Classroom sizes keep increasing, our schools’             
infrastructure is hurting and collapsing on our children and teachers, lack basic climate             
control systems that result in closings during heat waves and cold spells and have              
asbestos and lead paint. Our children also lack libraries and librarians, nurses,            
counselors, and after school programs. Our teachers are underpaid and overworked. I            
believe that an education that provides our children with all the tools and opportunities              
to thrive is a human right and as long as we continue to exploit them, our teachers, and                  
the system we will not be able to guarantee the right to an education of quality and their                  
success. I propose instituting a moratorium on the creation of new charter schools. I will               
fight for the adoption of the OCOS tax plan to fully fund our public schools, including                
ending the 10-year tax abatement. I will fight and push for a democratically elected              
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school board to finally return control of our schools back to the communities they serve.               
We need to fully staff our schools with teachers, counselors, nurses, librarians, and             
necessary staff so we can reduce class sizes and ensure that all children have all the                
tools and possibilities to thrive. No person in Philadelphia should question the quality of              
our schools or go beyond their means so that their children have the necessary              
opportunities to succeed in life. 
 
5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does the 
current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies or 
programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 
 
I believe that our current criminal justice system has been devoid of justice as it is                
stratified and disproportionately targets our poor, black and brown communities with           
near impunity, yet lacks the ability to hold perpetrators against these communities            
accountable. Our criminal justice system levies harsh penalties on nonviolent offenders,           
those struggling with substance abuse disorder and low-level financial crimes. In           
Philadelphia, we detain many innocent people on relatively minor charges or perhaps            
worse because they are too poor to afford bail. We should only be incarcerating people               
when the evidence of guilt is beyond a reasonable doubt. Since the election of D.A. Larry                
Krasner, we have seen a positive movement on criminal justice reform, but we need              
legislation to truly and effectively change the system and our carceral state. We support              
a ban on cash bail because it unfairly incarcerates those too poor to afford bail. To                
increase safety, particularly for our poor and black and brown neighbors, we have to              
reform our current Police Advisory Commission into an elected Civilian Police           
Accountability Commission that has the power to recommend charges to the D.A. and             
subpoena all necessary documents related to investigations regarding use of force and            
corruption by police officers. Finally, we need to fully decriminalize possession of all             
drugs since substance abuse disorder must be treated as public health concern and not              
a crime. We should not be using our jails and criminal justice system as a magic bullet to                  
solve societal ills. 
 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? Do 
you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you and what 
will you do if elected to City Council?  
 
As a scientist and human being experiencing the effects of climate change, it is              
impossible to deny the responsibility that humans and corporations bear for destroying            
our own environment. Reports show that we must move to zero carbon emissions and              
limit global warming to at most 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2030, otherwise we will start               
facing the consequences of climate change that include increased droughts, floods,           
extreme heat, and poverty for millions across the globe. I support the Green New Deal               
proposal put forward nationally. As a Councilman I will work to end the current practice               
of burning 50% of our recyclables, introduce legislation to mandate SEPTA buses to use              
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electric energy by 2030, push to transition Philadelphia’s power grid to renewable energy             
sources and update our building codes to mandate all new buildings meet at least gold               
LEED certification while also creating incentives for the retrofitting of current buildings            
to these standards. I will oppose all efforts to increase fossil fuel infrastructure in              
Philadelphia, such as the proposed PECO NGL plant in Essington and SEPTA’s Nicetown             
plant. If we are to truly meet the goal of decarbonizing our city by 2030, we need to                  
undertake a massive effort and I am committed to use my position to lobby our state and                 
federal officials to support a wider implementation of a Green New Deal. As a scientist, I                
offer a unique voice within City Council as I will advocate for the health of both our                 
people and the planet. 
 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 
 
Philadelphia is facing a horrible housing crisis. Between 2006 and 2016, Philadelphia lost             
over 18,000 affordable housing units while adding nearly 122,000 luxury housing units.            
Close to 79% of Philadelphians pay more than 30% or more of their income towards               
housing costs. I am committed to fighting to guarantee that everyone in Philadelphia,             
regardless of socioeconomic status has the right to a loving home. We must challenge              
the mentality that housing is an industry to profit of and instead measure success by               
examining the wellbeing of the residents and our neighborhoods. I believe Philadelphia            
has the potential and the resources to be a city where we ensure housing as human right                 
and make it a public good. We need to combat gentrification by investing in our own                
social, affordable, and mixed income housing programs which we will achieve by            
rebuilding our current stock of public housing but also by expanding and constructing             
new projects. I support multifamily zoning to help increase our affordable housing stock.             
I will propose universal rent control legislation that applies to all rental properties,             
improve on the “Good Cause” eviction legislation by expanding it to all renters in the               
city, and stop the abuse and excessive number of evictions by funding services to              
provide all defendants with the legal counsel. Last, to tackle gentrification, we must             
prevent the displacing of our neighbors. I support increasing the homestead tax            
exemption to $100,000, increase grants for first-time buyers, and develop grants to help             
homeowners update their home’s infrastructure.  
 
 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [ x ]  NO  [    ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?  YES [  x  ] 
NO  [    ]  
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
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programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color? YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 
 YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion? YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers?YES [  x  ] NO [  ]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  YES [  x  ]  NO  [    ]  
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17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [  x  ]   NO  [    ]  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  

 


