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INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
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PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and your 
decision to run for City Council. 
 
15 years ago, I was sitting on a hard, plastic chair in my doctor’s office when she told me I had a 
brain tumor pushing on my brain stem. Surviving that life-threatening brain tumor changed my 
life. It fundamentally shifted how I see my role in this world. I realized how lucky I was, not just 
because I beat a brain tumor with a very low survival rate, but lucky because the system worked 
for me. I was able to focus on fighting for my life. So many people do not have that privilege. 
Through my years of volunteering for brain tumor awareness and advocating to our elected 
representatives in DC, I’ve had the opportunity to connect with individuals and communities 
impacted by our healthcare system. I’ve heard stories of people going bankrupt over medical 
bills or their loved ones dying because their insurance couldn’t or wouldn’t cover the procedures 
or medications they needed. Our failing healthcare system is so much more than 
unconscionably rising medical costs and visits to the doctor.  
 
Our quality of life directly impacts our quality of health. Healthcare includes everything that 
affects our health: the air we breathe and the water we drink, the building materials in our 
schools and apartments, the ability to easily access parks and public transportation. As a tech 
leader, I specialize in diagnosing flaws in the process. We must look at our city’s systems 
holistically and ensure that each step of the process protects our health and betters the lives of 
all Philadelphians. 
 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your opinions and 
analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 
 
When government works for people, and when we have a thriving middle class, everybody wins. 
The most prosperous time in our nation’s history was when we had the highest marginal income 
tax rates: 1936 to 1980. Unions were strong. The middle class grew. And, overall, the economy 
was healthy. The US Dollar became the currency of choice internationally because it was stable 
and strong. The current levels of income inequality create a system of haves and have-nots. It is 
unsustainable, unconscionable, and just bad economic policy. For too long, the wealthiest 
individuals and powerful industry lobbyists have supported and enacted policies for short-term 
profit at the expense of long-term gain. Capitalism is a phenomenal motivator but a terrible 
regulator. Current laws must be balanced with sound economic policies that protect people and 
the long-term health of the economy. Corporations exist to make money and they should not be 
faulted for it. It is the responsibility of government to harness corporate growth for public good. 
We are a consumer-based economy and we need a middle class. We must invest in people. We 
must safeguard communities against business practices that threaten society: runaway income 
inequality, monopolies, and corporate welfare. I believe in win/win scenarios. We do not have to 
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choose between a thriving economy and the public good. We can have both and we should 
demand both. 
 
3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them operating in 
the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you enact in order to 
end them?  
 
Patriarchy and white supremacy are systemic, often unconscious mechanisms of oppression. 
The notion that the baseline for the human experience is the white hetero experience is as old 
as time. But the long term and far reaching effects of such deep-rooted bias is that marginalized 
communities perpetually have a late start in every race, have a secondary (if any) seat at every 
table, and must work twice as hard for half as much. You don’t have to actively participate in 
either system of oppression to be complicit – that’s how deep-rooted the problem is. 
 
I’m a woman and a Jew. I work in the male-dominated field of technology where I see the lack of 
equal pay play out all the time. The patriarchy is real. Cronyism is alive and well in 
Philadelphia’s government. The long-standing “Old Boys Network” allows the corruption we hear 
about every day in Philadelphia politics to thrive. If we keep electing the same people, we will 
get the same results. We need new voices to make changes, people who don’t owe anything to 
anyone but the people they serve. 
 
I would strengthen and expand current city policies that promote hiring and awarding city 
contracts to minority- and women-owned businesses. I would work to tear down the current 
systems that reward insider relationships and pay-to-play politics that are still rampant in our city 
government. 
 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its root 
causes? What steps would you take? 
 
Our schools were taken over by the state as a distressed district and it took over ten years to 
get control back. The status of our schools is deplorable: poor infrastructure including 
dilapidated buildings with little to no maintenance, school closures that disproportionately affect 
poor black neighborhoods, financial mismanagement, and a serious drain of resources for use 
by charter schools that aren't held to the same standards or requirements as our public schools. 
 
The root causes are a lack of local control and a lack of leadership from a democratically 
elected school board. We should pay for things we value. I value public education. We must 
invest in the education of young people. 
 
We need to keep oversight local and regain control fully of the funding for schools. I benefitted 
from an excellent public school education at the Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and 
Technology. Everyone deserves those same opportunities. 
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5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does the 
current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies or 
programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 
 
We need criminal justice reform. The current system is a humanitarian crisis. I fundamentally 
disagree with the current purpose of our prison system. If someone demonstrates being a threat 
to others or actively endangers an individual or public safety, they should be detained, face due 
process, and potentially be incarcerated.  In their current form, prisons are designed to punish. 
Being separated from society is the punishment. Prisons must be a place to be rehabilitated. 
 
Our prison system is supposed to make us safer. How does creating a perpetually desperate 
population make our society safer? Safety means a society that protects people from those that 
wish us harm and supports those who wish to better themselves. We must end the 
school-to-prison pipeline. I value justice and fairness. That’s why I’m anti-death penalty. A 
wrongful conviction and death penalty of one innocent person is too many. Furthermore, the 
death penalty is not punishment. The death penalty is murder. 
 
We must end “Stop and Frisk.” It does nothing to make our communities safer. It is 
unconstitutional, unfairly targets brown and black people, and the data shows it does not result 
in recovering more weapons or drugs. 
 
I support eliminating the cash bail system and legalizing marijuana. The current laws are racist 
and unfairly impact black and brown men. I support providing more effective policing of 
underrepresented neighborhoods because currently police do little to reduce violence in certain 
areas and we all deserve to be safe. I support the important work Philadelphia DA Larry Krasner 
is doing with criminal justice reform. Krasner’s progressive policies are working and are also the 
right thing to do. 
 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? Do 
you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you and what 
will you do if elected to City Council?  
 
The science is clear: Climate change is caused by humans. We are in a crisis and must be 
proactive at every level of government. We must transition to 100% renewable energy 
resources to save our planet, protect our environment, and safeguard the health of residents. 
We need a shift in both policies and culture to encourage corporate and social responsibility. 
 
I support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia: a dramatic increase in public works projects and 
incentivization programs that transition our city to 100% renewable energy within 10 years. It is 
a bold and ambitious goal that matches the challenge facing us. 
 
New Jersey has a solar panel tax credit program we could benefit from using here in 
Philadelphia. We need protected bike lanes, pedestrian walkways, and raised crosswalks to 
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reduce traffic, reduce emissions, and increase public safety. We need better stormwater 
management through infrastructure and incentivization programs, including green roofs, rain 
gardens, and stormwater planters. 
 
We need to talk about solving our recycling issues. Much of what we are supposed to be 
recycling does not get recycled once it’s picked up. We need to be smart and innovate around 
how we can reuse and recycle our plastics here. 
 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 
 
We are unquestionably in a housing crisis. We simply need to look at similar cities for a preview 
of what’s to come. The supply of housing in Philadelphia is low while the demand is high, driving 
prices up. Philadelphia is the poorest large city in the country. We have a lot of people earning 
lower incomes, people who can't afford the housing that we have, and that leads to 
homelessness and other problems. 
 
I will fight for inclusionary zoning and mixed-income housing. We need to manage our growth 
responsibly. While gentrification can bring growth and renewal to a neighborhood, we must 
address its effects on the area’s longtime residents and consider the people living there first, not 
last. We also need to revisit the effectiveness of existing density programs like mandatory 
minimums for parking.  
 
When our neighborhoods have diversity of socioeconomic status, they are sustainable places 
for residents and businesses. 
 
The current 10-year tax abatement program is no longer serving the purpose for which it was 
originally intended. We need to revisit its effectiveness to make sure it’s being used in 
neighborhoods where it would actually make a difference rather than places where development 
would be happening anyway. We must examine the data to determine the proper length of time 
to offer tax abatements, and we should allow for variations based on neighborhood. 
 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?  YES [ X ] 
NO  [    ]  
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
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4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color? YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  YES [ X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?  YES [  X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 
 YES [  X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?  YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? YES [ X ] NO  [  ]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [ X  ]   NO  [    ]  
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PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  
 
I’m running for City Council at Large because I know that change starts on the local level. I am a 
co-founder of the Women’s March on Philadelphia, an experience which has opened my eyes to 
both the diversity and disparity present in our city. As a grassroots organizer, a healthcare 
advocate, and a science and tech leader, I know that change comes from ordinary people. 

 


