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INTRODUCTION  
This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less.  
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and 
your decision to run for City Council.  
 

My mother was a single teenaged mother. She got pregnant with me at the age of 15. 
She died at the age of 26. I was 11. I was raised by my grandparents. Neither of them 
graduated from high school. Both of them migrated to Philadelphia from the South. They didn’t 
talk about their southern experiences at all. My grandfather, a physically disabled Navy Veteran 
with a speech impediment, hailed from Accomack County, Virginia. My grandmother, a 
Domestic Worker (Housekeeper/Nanny – all of the matriarchs on Mommy’s side of the family 
were domestics...they were The HELP...), came from Manning, South Carolina. They met, 
married, and raised their family in North Philadelphia. They moved to Northwest Philadelphia in 
West Oak Lane when my mother got pregnant with me. (As a child, I can remember my 
grandparents being very proud of having, “moved uptown like the Jeffersons’ TV show family.”) 
Although they came from humble beginnings, they were very proud people. They gave me the 
best of everything they had to offer.  

Because my mother died so young, she never earned enough employment credits for 
me to be eligible to receive Social Security (SS). (SS paid a larger monthly benefit compared to 
Welfare...) This meant, that my grandmother had to get Public Assistance/Welfare, to take care 
of me. I can remember traveling with her to what was then called the, “3-2 Center,” in my 
community. It was the place you went to receive your welfare benefits.  

During these visits every 2 weeks, I can remember Mommy being in an ok mood when 
we were on our way to pick up the $98 cash & some $ amount of Food Stamps. However, as 
we stood in line and when she got to the window and presented her ID to the clerk, I watched 
her mood change and the pride and dignity of this very proud woman, get zapped out of her 
from this very degrading experience. (The Administrative Clerks weren’t nice. They spoke to 
people in nasty/degrading tones. It hurt my grandmother’s feelings. Even as a child, I was able 
to pick up this vibe.)  

When Mommy died, I was 16. Because she got paid, “under the table,” there was no 
retirement security for her when she was too old to clean. (And, there was no SEIU 32BJ for 
her...she had no worker rights or protections...) When she became ill, she had to rely on welfare 
for her medical benefits. I knew she hated it and I hated it as well!  

So very early on in life, I understood the meaning of privilege. I was on a mission to 
close the gap between the haves vs. have-nots. I hated bullies in all forms. I still do! I also took 
advantaged of every opportunity possible to enhance my academic standing in school. My 
family, community at-large, and all in my village, became my responsibility in some way.  

So, my advocacy for public education, working families, and community & economic 
development, is a result of my upbringing. Just like the results-oriented strategies that I have 
employed during my tenure in elected office, Public Service is in my DNA. It will never change. 
This is why, I choose to be, “In the Arena!”  
 
 



 
 
 
 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your 
opinions and analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities?  
 

My legislative priorities have always been about lessening the economic divide between 
the “haves” and the “haves-nots.” When I was selected to be an Eisenhower Fellow as part of 
the Fellowship's "Women in Leadership" program, I traveled in 2010 to Argentina and Chile, two 
countries with anti-capitalist parties as part of their governing structure. I went there to work with 
and learn from women in the South American political system focusing on understanding how 
elected officials use public policy to improve the quality of life for their constituency. I also had 
the chance to observe how these officials were attempting to stabilize their communities by 
lessening economic income disparities. In addition, I had the chance to view how public officials 
utilized scarce government resources to economically sustain their communities. The lessons 
learned there, as well as my own upbringing in a working-class community, continue to inform 
my legislative priorities. I am proud to remain unapologetic, passionate, and effective about 
enhancing the quality of life for the working-class, senior citizens, women, children and families 
alike, while promoting job creation and sustainability, economic development, an equitable 
public school system and consumer protection laws.  
 
3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them 
operating in the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you 
enact in order to end them?  
 

Racism, sexism, classicism, homophobia, and all of the other ism’s & phobia’s, that 
plague our great nation, are alive and well! White supremacy and patriarchy are ideologies that 
pre-define the roles of people based on generalizations and cultural/historical stereotypes 
involving the superiority of one race or gender over the other. They are unacceptable as 
ideologies and have continued to inflict a legacy of hatred and bigotry in the public arena and 
our public policies. As an African-American woman, I clearly understand how this type of 
thinking has systemically denigrated and debilitated the social and economic fabric of 
individuals and communities. My legislative agenda, as well as the use of the bully pulpit, will 
always be used as tools to overcome the overt and hidden injustices of both white supremacy 
and patriarchy.  
 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its 
root causes? What steps would you take?  
 
(MY PRIORITY RIGHT NOW...THE $5B NEEDED TO REPAIR/REBUILD THE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA’S INFRASTRUCTURE.)  

The lack of revenue needed to equitably fund our schools, which has been the subject of 
court challenges, is grossly unfair to districts with high rates of poverty like Philadelphia and 
some rural districts, and the major responsibility for funding lies with the state. To quote from the 
leading advocacy coalition, PA Schools Work: “Pennsylvania schools are overly dependent on 
local revenues for funding, which account for 56% of school funding. When the scale tilts toward 
local funding, those school districts with high property values and wealth can support their 



schools but less well-off districts cannot, no matter how high or often they hike property tax 
rates. That means those very districts that have trouble raising revenues locally often have more 
students who have the greatest needs and who require more resources to meet academic 
standards.” When I was a State legislator I was instrumental in getting more money to the 
School District of Philadelphia through a $2-per-pack cigarette tax. This was implemented to 
generate additional recurring revenue during a period a gross of underfunding. As a City 
Councilwoman, I supported the Soda Tax to provide revenue for pre-kindergarten and funds for 
our Parks and Recreation Centers. And, I will continue to utilize my relationships at the state 
level, as well as doing everything I can locally, to adequately fund public education.  

As someone who helped organize the endorsement of women of color in support of 
Larry Krasner for District Attorney, I am wholeheartedly supportive of an agenda of Restorative 
Justice. The criminal “justice” system has for too long been overly arresting and jailing people of 
color, particularly our young men. I will support all programs that help rebalance the scales of 
justice, through my direct role in the City budget, through community education forums and 
advocacy at the state and federal levels. That being said, I also support victims of crime, as I did 
in the state legislature, when I led the fight to pass Act 75 of 2012, which strengthens victims’ 
rights by permitting expert testimony regarding victim behavior in cases of sexual assault.  
 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? 
Do you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you 
and what will you do if elected to City Council?  
 

I believe the fundamental factor causing climate change is human exploitation of the 
earth. Scientists from around the world have cautioned that the crisis is imminent, only twelve 
years out from a catastrophe if we continue the path we are on. The science is REAL and it 
cannot be denied. At the local level, I will continue to support public policies that help to protect 
our environment.  
 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision?  
 

Philadelphia has one of the highest rates of home ownership compared to all big cities in 
our nation. The home ownership rate citywide is 52% and 63% in my district. Many homeowners 
are lower-middle and low-income. From my perspective, I am much more concerned about 
helping people continue to afford to maintain the houses in which they currently reside. Much of 
the city’s housing stock is approaching the 100 year mark and is in need of updates and repairs. 
In my first term in City Council, I have addressed this issue by co-sponsoring a bill that 
increased the realty transfer tax by 0.1 percent to borrow $100 million in bonds to eliminate the 
backlog for the city’s income-based home repair programs  
– Basic Systems Repair, Weatherization Assistance and Adaptive Modification. I am also proud 
to have led City Council’s development of the Restore, Repair & Renew Housing Preservation 
Program. (It’s available to all eligible Philadelphians on March 11th....YES!) I will continue to 
build on these initiatives in efforts to expand accessibility. I am also concerned that 
gentrification, which is creeping into parts of my district, not displace longtime homeowners.  
I am also proud to note that the City of Philadelphia has the ability to enact its Long-term Owner 
Occupants (LOOP), because of the enabling authority that it was granted via legislation 
proffered and successfully passed during my tenure as Chair of the Philadelphia Delegation in 
the PA House.  



 
 
 
 
 
PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS  
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [X] NO 
[ ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank? 
YES [X] NO [ ]  
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job 
training programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to 
combat mass incarceration? YES [X] NO [ ]  
City Council has already approved the closing of the HOC. If it is financially feasible to 
repurpose the building to provide programs for formerly incarcerated people, I would support 
this. Otherwise, we still must invest in such programs regardless of the physical location.  
 
4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green 
New Deal energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% 
renewable energy system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and 
needs of Philadelphia’s working class and communities of color? YES [X] NO [ ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board? YES [ ] NO [ ] I AM 
UNDECIDED!  
In order to consider an Elected School Board, I must be a part of developing the criteria for such 
an election. I know how much it costs to run a citywide election. I will not support such an effort 
until I am convinced that the playing field is leveled for folks who come from all walks of life to 
compete for the opportunity.  
Right now, it is not!  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and 
recreation centers seven days a week? YES [X] NO [ ]  
At a time when there are so few libraries within our public schools, this becomes even more 
important.  
 
7. Do you support rent control? YES [ ] NO [ ] I AM UNDECIDED!  
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve 
housing, including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go 
toward helping the poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? YES [] 
NO [X]  
This will severely and negatively impact the 9th Council District. I resent this philosophy and 
believe it is why my district, comprised of 95% of middle neighborhoods, continues to get left out 
of discussions regarding infrastructure preservation efforts. No. No. No. This thinking is 
shortsighted and does not make good economic sense for our City. 120% of the AMI is what will 
include the people of my district. And, I am unapologetic about advocating for their interests.  



 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system 
of public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide 
matching public funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates? YES [X] NO 
[ ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption 
site to help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community? YES [ ] NO [ ] I AM 
UNDECIDED!  
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement? YES [ ] NO [ X ]  
There are neighborhoods in the City that could benefit from some level of tax abatement for new 
and substantially renovated construction. The 9th Council District that I represent is one of those 
districts. However, I am certainly open to reviewing potential ways that the Tax Abatement could 
be modified.  
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12. Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all 
zoning and regulatory means at your disposal? YES [] NO [ X]  
I will make these types of decisions on a case by case basis.  
 
13. Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K 
to $1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police 
brutality and over-policing? YES [ X] NO [ ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion? YES [X] NO [ 
]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? YES [ X] 
NO [ ]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of 
their home, be it foreclosure or eviction? YES [ X] NO [ ] if we have the jurisdiction to do so.  
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize? YES [ 
X] NO [ ]  
I have and will continue to do so!  
 
PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please 
keep your response to a total of 100 words or less.  
While in Harrisburg, I also fought vigorously to safeguard Philadelphia’s Paid Sick Leave 
ordinance, ensure that school district resources were used in the classroom and providing our 
students with access to high-quality resources, and to preserve the city’s ability to secure local 
safety ordinances protecting residents against the sales and use of illegal guns. Further, I 
worked with various advocacy groups and led the effort to prevent the legalization of predatory 



payday lending in the Commonwealth, a fight that I began during my tenure as a senior staffer 
in the City Council of Philadelphia.  
 


