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I, __Derek S. Green__, certify that the information provided on this questionnaire is accurate 
and the opinions stated here accurately reflect my own positions.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 
Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org on or before February 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
 

PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and your 
decision to run for City Council. 
 

In 1943, my grandfather was able to purchase our family farm outside of Greenville, 
North Carolina. For African American families, children had to walk to a segregated school after 
working their family farm. Due to the length of time for morning farm work and the walk to 
school, many children had little time in school. Although not formally educated, my grandfather 
stressed the importance of education. In this regard, he led a group of farmers to purchase a 

 

mailto:info@dereksgreen.com
mailto:Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org


Reclaim Philadelphia 2019 Council Questionnaire - Page 1 

school bus so that their children could have a better education. As the leader of this group, all of 
my uncles (Augustus, Adolphus, Lenon, Jesse, and Eddie) were responsible for driving the bus. 
(My Dad was the youngest son & rebel who didn’t want to drive the bus.)  

Although I never met my paternal grandfather, his belief and actions that entrepreneurs 
can impact social change and improve the quality of life of our communities has informed my 
worldview. Through my work with CDCs, cooperatives, civic organizations, school groups, and 
special needs nonprofits, I have seen the investments that small business owners have made in 
our communities. Further, I believe that poverty is the number one issue in our City and our 
ability to grow small and cooperative businesses in Philadelphia can reduce poverty. 
Considering this background and belief, I decided to run for City Council and hope to return to 
this body to continue my work to address this issue.  
 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your opinions and 
analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 
 

Although I am a supporter of small businesses, I am concerned regarding the influence 
of money in our political system. Since the Citizens United decision, the influence of corporate 
money has only grown and this outcome is a direct result of the Supreme Court’s bad opinion 
that corporations have a First Amendment right to free speech. Although it is unlikely that this 
decision will be overturned in the near future, I believe that public financing of campaigns is one 
way to reduce the impact of corporate money in our elections. Accordingly, I introduced 
legislation (Bill #170680, Res. #170696) to create a system of public financing for local 
elections. Further, this legislation submits a ballot question to voters regarding their support for 
this new system. In order to pass this legislation, I have held hearings in Council’s Law and 
Government Committee and have been working with Common Cause PA and other coalition 
partners to enact these laws. 
 
3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them operating in 
the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you enact in order to 
end them?  
 

These phrases indicate an understanding of the historical, systemic inequities in our 
nation for women, people of color, and members of the LBGTQ community. Consequently, data 
indicates these inequities remain in our City and government. Although 35% of the City’s 
population is white, 60% of the executive level exempt positions in City government are held by 
Caucasians. Further and according to the City’s disparity study for FY2017, Philadelphia based 
Minority, Women, and Disabled Owned Businesses received 17% of the $976 million in City and 
quasi-public contracts from that year. Clearly, women and people of color are not adequately 
represented in the management of our City or receive public sector contracts in proportion to 
their population in our City. 

In order to address this disparity in City procurement, I introduced and passed Bill 
#160971 and Resolution #160981 which amended our Home Rule Charter to allow best value 
policies for contracting. Through best value, the City is not limited to just using the lowest, 
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responsible bidder standard for selecting contractors but can use criteria like a business’ past 
performance or ability to meet diversity goals in selecting vendors. As 2nd Vice President for the 
Pennsylvania Municipal League and member of the National League of Cities, I have witnessed 
how other cities have improved procurement spending with women and people of color through 
best value. In the model of Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jackson, I believe the City must affirmatively 
lead economic investment in oppressed and disadvantaged communities. 
 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its root 
causes? What steps would you take? 
 

As the son of a retired School District of Philadelphia teacher and the father of an 
Autistic son who attends a District school, I am deeply concerned regarding the state of our 
schools. As an At-Large Councilmember, I have visited numerous schools and have seen the 
substandard buildings where our students attend and neighbors work. Based on this concern, I 
joined the Philly Healthy Schools Initiative to organize toward resolving this issue for children, 
families, workers, and the City alike. Further, I introduced Bill #181008 to require the Health and 
Licenses and Inspection Departments to certify school buildings for asbestos and mold before 
they can be opened.  

In addition to having a capital budget deficit that has created unhealthy schools, the 
School District has an inadequate operating budget. I believe that the School District’s 
underfunded budget was most directly created by former Governor Corbett’s decision to 
eliminate the charter school reimbursement. In order to immediately address the School 
District’s budget issues, the City must do a better job in collecting real estate revenue. In 
particular, the City must decrease the amount of delinquent real estate taxes, especially from 
commercial property owners, absentee property owners, and property owners that live outside 
the City. The City should use Payments in Lieu of Taxes to raise additional revenue from 
nonprofit corporations that are exempt from paying real estate taxes. Finally, under Article 3, 
Section 14 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, the School District is entitled to additional funding 
from Harrisburg because “[t]he General Assembly shall provide for the maintenance and 
support of a thorough and efficient system of public education to serve the needs of the 
Commonwealth.”  
 
5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does the 
current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies or 
programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 
 

As an African American man who was once racially profiled while leaving his office as an 
Assistant District Attorney, our criminal justice system has major issues. In particular, 
Philadelphia needs to end its cash bail system. When a person is arrested, it means that law 
enforcement believes that there is probable cause that a crime has been committed. Yet, 
probable cause is simply an allegation of a crime and not a determination of guilt by a court or a 
jury of their peers. Due to our cash bail system, a person who cannot afford to pay bail will be 
detained in jail for an average of 100 days before appearing before a judge to have their case 
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heard. In Council, I have pushed for the elimination of cash bail and have partnered with the 
Philly Community Bail Fund, No 215 Jail Coalition, Media Mobilizing Project, and other partners 
to advocate for criminal justice reforms. Accordingly, I authorized, through Resolution # 170838, 
the Special Committee on Criminal Justice Reform to hold hearings to assist bail funds in 
Philadelphia. Until cash bail is eliminated, I will continue to support community based 
organizations that bail out those that cannot afford bail.  

 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? Do 
you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you and what 
will you do if elected to City Council?  
 

Climate change is not just a future threat to be avoided, but – with 
the planet having already experienced one degree Celsius warming due to human activity, 
which has caused the rising sea levels, severe storms, and other extreme weather events 
we see right now – a present danger requiring significant human adjustments to avoid far 
worse damage. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (“IPCC”), a body 
consisting of hundreds of climate researchers convened by the United Nations, issued a 
report that outlined a truly ambitious timeline for shifting systems from heating, to 
cooking, to transportation, to industry away from fossil fuels.  

I believe that a Green New Deal for Philadelphia is an immediate way to address climate 
change. Further, I supported the Philadelphia Energy Authority and the Office of Sustainability in 
its selection as one of the 20 cities for the Bloomberg American Cities Climate Challenge 
Initiative. Additionally, as the Chair of the Philadelphia Gas Commission, I encouraged PGW’s 
participation in this successful effort. Finally, I believe that we need to begin the process to 
transition PGW into an energy provider that is not dependent upon fossil fuels, and the rest of 
our infrastructure, including housing stock, along with it. In this regard, I introduced Resolution 
#181081 to begin this process and to discuss and develop ideas concerning the future of PGW.  

 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 
 

Yes. According to the Pew Charitable Trusts, from 2000 – 2012, Philadelphia suffered 
the second largest drop in homeownership rates among the nation’s 30 largest cities. I 
witnessed the beginning of this cycle of job loss and mortgage foreclosure, which were the 
hallmark of the Great Recession, during my time as a Deputy City Solicitor representing the 
City’s Office of Housing and Community Development. In this role, I saw the initial impact that 
predatory lending was having on our communities. This impact caused significant foreclosures 
in our neighborhoods, robbed citizens of the equity in their homes, and increased poverty in our 
City. In response and to address this issue, I was a co-author of Bill #000715-A, the 
Philadelphia Anti-Predatory Lending Ordinance, which became a national model for 
anti-predatory lending legislation throughout the country. Although this bill was preempted by 
the Pennsylvania General Assembly, it led to our creation of the Residential Mortgage 
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Foreclosure Diversion Program, which has saved over 11,000 homes from foreclosure over the 
past 10 years.  

However, the governmental infrastructure that has enabled the City to save thousands of 
people from foreclosure is crumbling. Through federal Community Development Block Grant 
dollars, the City has funded numerous grassroots, nonprofit community organizations that 
provide the housing counseling to constituents and have stopped foreclosures. Yet, through 
sequestration and other federal budget cuts, the amount of funding for these organizations has 
been drastically reduced, threatening the future viability of these groups and our diversion 
program. To address this issue, the City needs to change its funding policy to provide general 
fund dollars to these organizations so that we can insure that foreclosures and homelessness 
do not increase in our City. 
 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?  YES [ X ] 
NO  [    ]  See response below 
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  YES [  X ]  NO  [    ] See response below  
 
4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color? YES [ X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?  YES [    ]  NO  [ X  ]  See response 
below 
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?  YES [    ]  NO  [ X  ]  See response below 
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  YES [ X  ]  NO  [    ]  
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10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  YES [    ]  NO  [  X ]  See 
response below 
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?  YES [    ]  NO  [ X  ]  See 
response below 
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?  YES [    ]  NO  [ X  ]  See response below 
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 
 YES [ X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?  YES [ X ]  NO  [    ]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? YES [ X ] NO  [  ]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  YES [  X  ]  NO  [    ]  
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [ X  ]   NO  [    ]  
 

PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  
 

2. Inspired by my time as a small business lender with Meridian Bank in North 
Philadelphia, the first legislation I introduced was Resolution #160045 to hold hearings 
concerning the creation of a Public Bank. Following the hearings, I pushed the Kenney 
Administration to fund a feasibility study for this initiative and worked with the PA Public Bank 
Project and Neighborhood Networks to draft the recently released RFP that will enable the City 
to engage a consultant and draft a plan for a Public Bank.  

 
3. In addition to my work to end cash bail in Philadelphia, I have partnered with 

JustLeadershipUSA and #Closethecreek coalition to advocate that the savings from the closing 
of the House of Corrections should be used for locally-run, community based services for 
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returning community members. Additionally, I was a speaker during their 4/25/18 rally and press 
conference and a panelist during their January 17th #Closethecreek Town Hall meeting.  
 

5. Although I voted for Bill #180098 which enabled Philadelphians to decide whether we 
should have local control of our school board, I have concerns with an elected school board. 
Related to my support for public financing of campaigns and concern regarding the impact of 
money in our elections, I believe that an elected school board would create another opportunity 
for wealthy individuals to influence the public sector. For example, the 2017 Los Angeles Board 
of Education election became the most expensive in U.S. history and Netflix co-founder Reed 
Hastings spent $7 million to influence this race.  
 

7. To address the housing crisis in our City, I supported Bill #170854-AA which requires 
a good cause for residential evictions. With regards to rent control, I am reviewing this proposal. 
Proponents of rent control state that these laws stop property owners from evicting tenants for 
higher paying tenants. Opponents argue that rent control promotes gentrification because 
property owners will convert moderate income units into higher price condos and that similar 
landlords will not enter the real estate industry. Considering these contending considerations, I 
will continue to assess this policy.  
 

10. Currently, the Kenney Administration is examining the feasibility of having a private 
vendor operate a safe injection site. Last year, we had an estimated 1,100 opioid overdose 
deaths in our City, which is  three times the homicide rate. Our City and nation have a crisis, yet, 
no city in the United States has a safe injection site. Although there are 13 proposed sites, an 
operator of a site may risk property seizure from federal law enforcement and employees may 
be vulnerable to criminal charges. Considering these and other concerns, I am still reviewing the 
safe injection site issue. 

 
11. Various ideas have been proposed with regards to the ten-year tax abatement, from 

Councilmember Bass’ bill to eliminate the abatement to Councilmember Domb’s bill to expand 
the abatement to targeted areas of our City. Regardless, I believe that the ten-year tax 
abatement legislation should be changed. Enacted in 1997, this legislation was passed when 
the City had just escaped a possible bankruptcy and, since that time, our economy has made 
significant changes. I have not developed a definitive decision regarding the best way forward 
concerning this issue. However, we must continue to promote responsible growth while 
addressing the negative outcomes of this legislation.  
 

12. I believe that the City must develop a Green New Deal energy plan. To begin this 
effort, I co-sponsored Bill #180965 which will enable the City to purchase 20% of its municipal 
energy needs from a solar energy provider. As Chair of the Philadelphia Gas Commission, I 
believe that we need to transform PGW into a carbon free energy provider. However, PGW 
revenue can only be used to operate this utility and invest in its very old infrastructure. 
Meanwhile, most of PGW’s customers are low to moderate income residents. I believe that the 
Passyunk LNG project will both reduce carbon and other pollution (offsetting diesel gas) and 
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create new revenue, which will not come from low and moderate Philadelphians, and can be 
used by PGW to invest in alternative energy projects similar to the City’s solar energy project 
and finance the fossil fuel-free future for PGW as a part of a Green New Deal plan. 

 
 

 

 


