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__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
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1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and 
your decision to run for City Council.  It is often said that your parents are your first teacher, 
and in my case, this is true. My parents are good, upstanding people who worked hard and are 
contributors to society. My mother and father taught me that when faced with adversity, humans 
can exceed all expectations. We were encouraged to live simple lives rather than trying to keep 
up with the Joneses. We are believers, and as such, I tend to let my inner light shine. I was 
taught that we must treat others equally regardless of race, religions, sex, sexual orientation, or 
beliefs and that we have a responsibility to others. It is these lessons that often remind me of 
the story of ‘The Good Samaritan”. 
Furthermore, I was taught to take care of nature, because nature, will, in turn, take care of us 
and provide all our needs. Lastly, it was my mother who taught me that we all have a civic 
responsibility to participate in every level of government. It is just not enough for me, or for a few 
of us to be involved. Instead, we must all be engaged, and we can accomplish this by ensuring 
that each of us brings others along. 
    I decided to engage in a run for City Council fully when I learned that Councilwoman Brown 
would not seek re-election. I am not looking to secure a job, as I already have one. Instead, I am 
running to do the work of the people. As a labor leader in the City of Philadelphia, I understand 
that we need more champions of worker’s rights, as well as human rights, and economic justice 
for all. We must do better by all Philadelphia residents to ensure that everyone can have a good 
life and live up to their fullest potential. In our democratic form of government “Direct Action: has 
to result in legislative action. We must challenge and change laws that infringes on the political, 
educational, social, and economic equality and well-being of all persons; particularly working 
class, women, people of color, LGBTQAI, and those with mental or physical disAbilities.  
 
 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system?  How do your 
opinions and analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 
Capitalism as a political-economic system only benefits the economic and political elite. 
Considering that Philadelphia is considered the poorest large city in the country, it isn’t feasible 
that we continue to navigate in a system whose foundation is heavily in favor of business 
controlling government more than government controlling business. We have observed policies 
that favor insiders at the expense of the general public. I believe that this issue needs to be 
mitigated immediately by utilizing solutions that provide fair and equitable government oversight. 
 
3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them 
operating in the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you 
enact in order to end them?  
I firmly believe that white supremacy is not only a mindset, but a systematic collection of policies 
and procedures that undoubtedly harms women and people of color. The harm of white 
supremacy and patriarchy has had quantifiable impacts on minorities in American. One must 
consider how these things appear in the workplace; women make 77 cents to every man’s 
dollar, and wages decrease even more when considering minority women.  
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I have worked for the City of Philadelphia for the past eighteen years, and I have witnessed 
people denied promotions, enter compromising situations, leave city employment for career 
advancement, experience mental fatigue because of white privilege and patriarchy. When 
referencing the 2017 Philadelphia Workforce Diversity Profile Report, the racial breakdown of 
Department Heads and the executive exempt force is not representative of the racial breakdown 
within the City overall. More needs to be done to employ qualified individuals that reflect the 
groups of people that City Workers serve daily. In addition to that, the City needs to invest in 
current workers to widen opportunities of growth and retention throughout all levels of 
government. 
 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its 
root causes? What steps would you take?  
The crisis facing Philadelphia schools is inadequate funding, deficient facilities, outdated school 
material, lack of quality programming and afterschool activities. I believe that the main root 
cause of this crisis is systemic racism. A trend has emerged of the school closures and 
conversions to charter schools; all being in middle-to working-class areas with large 
African-American student populations. Our city follows the long tradition of educational 
disenfranchisement, that has deprived minority communities of the same access to education 
that has been readily available to the white communities. 
 
To ease this crisis, I would support funding to improve school facilities, support an increase in 
charter school oversight, advocate for smaller student: teacher class ratios, and end the 10-year 
tax abatement.  
 
5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does 
the current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies 
or programs would you pursue to achieve your vision?  
A person can be arrested, but not necessarily detained or incarcerated. There is a huge 
disparity in the number of whites and persons of color who are arrested and incarcerated for 
similar offenses. I believe that persons who present a danger to the community should be 
separated from society. There are certain circumstances: The arresting authority personally 
observed a crime being committed, has probable cause to believe a person committed a crime, 
the officer is executing an arrest warrant issued by a judge. There are certain policies and 
procedures police are trained on to ensure that a person’s rights are protected. The disparities 
of arrest in lower income neighborhoods populated by Black and Brown people in Philadelphia 
have to be examined and revised to make the administration of the arrest, detainment and 
incarceration process more equitable.   As a former correctional officer in the Philadelphia 
Department of Prisons, I understand that sometimes the police department adds extra 
procedures designed to protect a police officer’s physical safety; document the arrest, and other 
measures to protect the officer in avoiding violating policies and procedures, I believe that both 
the police officer’s and the person being arrested should also be afforded the right to be 
physical safety and proper untainted documentation 
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 In conclusion, it pains me that our city’s current justice system doesn’t meet this objective and 
equitable criterion. We need to eliminate cash bail, as Pennsylvania’s cash bail is racially 
systematic oppression of minorities in Philadelphia. Eliminating cash bail could save the city 
over $200 million per year. To me, safety encompasses common sense solutions to complex 
problems. We should try to prevent and protect the public from dangers affecting the public 
safety such as crimes, or hazards. One thing I would like to pursue is Community Policing.  The 
future of law enforcement rests in the hands of policy, the availability of resources, and the 
legislation and appropriations for the public safety of all Philadelphians. 
 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? 
Do you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you 
and what will you do if elected to City Council?  
The fundamental factor causing climate change is the greenhouse effect. It has been 
scientifically proven that mankind is changing the natural greenhouse of our planet. City official 
and local governments have a responsibility to help their communities be more accountable for 
the size of their carbon footprint. I do support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia. As a mother, I 
aim to leave the world a better place for my children than how I found it. If we don’t cut 
emissions drastically within the next 10-12 years, we could encounter more extreme heat, 
flooding, and other examples of extreme weather changes. If elected to City Council I would 
work with advocacy groups to several goals that would help achieve an overarching mission of 
carbon neutral emissions and a transition to 100% clean energy. Some actions that I would 
advocate for the City of Philadelphia to take would be optimizing city buildings; making them 
more energy efficient, and free of mold, moisture and carbon monoxide. Throughout the city we 
need to invest more in renewable energy and implement a new initiative to educate 
Philadelphians about proper trash and recycling. The latter would aim to curtail unsanitary 
practices and cut down on open dumping and massive piles of trash. I’d also like to support 
legislation that mandates newly built structures to have an installed ventilation system that 
significantly reduces the need for air conditioning. Some smaller scale things that can be done 
are to create more green streets and pocket parks that function as basins to catch and absorbs 
excess rainwater, in addition to encourage local urban farmers to plant in open spaces across 
the city to mitigate the “heat island” effect that impacts Philadelphia.  
 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision?  
I do believe that Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis for several reasons. A prioritization of 
spending on housing is a wise investment as part of a broad effort to strengthen the middle 
class. One: Philadelphia has a lot of older homes which means affordable homes are 
structurally sound but often low in quality due to very expensive maintenance and repairs. 
Without programs to invest in the old homes, it can lead to gentrification and displacement. Two: 
I believe we do not have a lot of “affordable housing” that is really “affordable” to the masses of 
people living in poverty in Philadelphia. Three: We do not have enough units that can house 
individuals with disabilities. I am an avid supporter of the Office of Homeless Services 
“Roadmap to Homes” plan, especially the aspect of implementing the HOUSING FIRST 
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initiative, pending additional funding. A tax increase for high-income earners by 0.5% can assist 
with these efforts.  
 
More specific to my vision, the changes I would bring to housing policy would be I would look to 
acquire funding from the State and Federal government to invest in rebuilding our infrastructure. 
We could also work with local trade union apprenticeship programs to assist with the 
renovations of abandoned/ dilapidated houses and public schools. The city should look to 
continue the support of organizations like the Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation 
that provides repairs and home modifications to low-to-moderate income homeowners. 
 
Philadelphia is a city of renters. Considering that, I plan to advocate for rent stabilization that 
provides fair rental increase limits and eviction protections. I wholly support voluntary 
inclusionary housing and the formation of and upkeep of community land trusts help provide 
long-term permanently affordable housing for residents with incomes 30-50% of the Area 
Median Income (AMI) while also allowing for long-term community planning of development, 
Community land trusts, can be especially useful tools to help people of color and low-income 
workers achieve homeownership. Community land trust ownership promotes long term home 
ownership. I would strongly advocate for small-scale hosing options, and removal of parking 
minimums. 
 
There have been many issues as it relates to housing and development that has been 
significantly influenced by councilmanic prerogative. A short-term solution would be to have the 
mayor appoint someone full time to work with council members as their ally to facilitate 
small-property transactions based on the property disposition policies established by the Nutter 
Administration and the goals of the Landbank. This can enable the utilization of available lands 
to establish housing for those that need affordable housing. Ultimately, Philadelphians want to 
ensure that the councilmanic prerogative utilizes an approach that’s transparent, efficient and 
works well for everyone involved.  
 
Lastly, I have intentions to introduce legislation that would remove barriers to employment, 
housing, education, and public assistance for individuals re-entering society. Criminal records 
should not cosign an individual to a life of poverty. There is nothing inevitable about poverty. We 
need to build the political will to enact the policies that will increase economic security, expand 
opportunities, and grow the middle class.  
 
 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank? YES [X] 
NO [    ]  
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3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color? YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?  YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
7. Do you support rent control?  YES [X] NO [    ] See Response 
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  YES [X] NO [] See Response. 
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten year tax abatement?  YES [X] NO [  ] See 
Response. 
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?  YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 
 YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?  YES [X] NO [    ]  
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? YES [X] NO [  ]  
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
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home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  YES [X] NO [    ]  
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
YES [X]   NO [    ] 
 
 

PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  
 
 

● Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? The 
answer is yes but I am not sure if you all are aware but Public Safety employees by law 
cannot strike, and teachers regained the right to strike after the dissolution of the School 
Reform Commission.  

 


