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I, Eryn Santamoor, certify that the information provided on this questionnaire is accurate and the 
opinions stated here accurately reflect my own positions.  

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete, sign and return this via email in both Word Doc and PDF format to 
Amanda@reclaimphiladelphia.org on or before February 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is a two-part questionnaire. The first seven questions are intended to be richer questions 
with longer answers. They are intended to help the members of Reclaim Philadelphia 
understand how you view the world and the political issues that face Philadelphia. As you might 
expect, these questions are big and broad. Please limit your answers to each question to no 
more than 250 words. The second set of questions are “yes” or “no” questions, which are NOT 
meant to be answered at length.  
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PART I - LONGFORM QUESTIONS - Please respond in 250 words or less. 
 
1. Tell us a personal story about yourself that informs your worldview, your politics, and 
your decision to run for City Council. 
 
I was raised in a working-class family - my parents, a retired nurse and a labor union                 
representative, taught me that a successful career is measured in the number of people I help.                
I’ve tried to carry this lesson with me throughout my career and intend to bring this mindset to                  
City Council. 
 
I’m a first-generation college graduate who attended Cornell University while working through            
school and during summers to help pay my own way. I later went on to earn fellowships that                  
funded my Master’s in Government Administration at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
My decision to run for City Council is driven in large part by my commitment to addressing                 
substance use disorder. My experience with loved ones’ recoveries has taught me a great deal               
about how trauma, mental illness, and emotional scars can manifest into larger problems later in               
life if unaddressed. I have lived through the process of recovery with family and understand why                
new, comprehensive approaches are necessary as the stakes and costs of these complex             
issues are too high.  
 
My decision to run is also fueled by motherhood. My husband and I are raising two school-aged                 
children; I understand what it’s like to be a working mom, raising children in the City. I know                  
well-resourced public schools and programs can help change the trajectory of Philadelphia. 
 
Lastly, my background is in city management and Philadelphia deserves someone who has             
implemented programs, argued effectively for change, and has what it takes to make tough              
decisions in this political and financial environment.  
 
 
2. What is your opinion of capitalism as a political-economic system? How do your 
opinions and analysis influence your campaign and legislative priorities? 
 
The United States and the City of Philadelphia have seen and experienced the benefits of 
innovation and invention in a capitalistic system and in many ways it has helped us survive in an 
ever-growing and competitive global economy. However, capitalism in America isn’t working as 
intended and too many people have been left behind while wealth is concentrated in the hands 
of a few.  
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I think we - in City Council and as a City - can work towards building a more fair, equitable and 
accessible economic system if we focus on what we can control and work towards locally. As I 
look towards serving in City Council, I will be focused on measuring and monitoring our 
distribution of wealth as we grow our economy here, because I believe this is an essential goal 
for our City’s future. 
 
Our policies should be a reflection of our economic goals – from a spending, diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and growth standpoint. To that end, Philadelphia urgently needs a comprehensive 
review of our City’s tax code (including tax incentives), regulatory framework, and 
fees-for-service in the context of our current funding needs and growth aspirations. I will work 
with my City Council colleagues, City officials, business, labor, and community leaders to inform 
how we build policies for a more equitable future. 
 
 
3. What do “white supremacy” and “patriarchy” mean to you? How do you see them 
operating in the City of Philadelphia and its government? What policies, if any, would you 
enact in order to end them?  
 
White supremacy and patriarchy have defined and influenced our culture, politics, and 
institutions negatively throughout US history. While much progress has been made, more must 
be done. I strongly support the work of Philadelphia’s Human Rights Commission whose 
mission it is to “enforce the City's laws prohibiting discrimination, to promote equal rights and 
opportunities of all Philadelphians, and to advance community relations across differences such 
as race, religion, ethnicity, disability or sexual orientation.”  
 
I am also supportive of the City’s appointed Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer who is focused on 
building an inclusive government that looks like our City. In particular, I would look at our City’s 
contracting systems to ensure that diverse-led businesses are on equal footing and I’d also 
focus on commerce and job growth in neighborhoods that have been harmed and held back by 
unequal lending practices. I would prioritize efforts to diversify our City’s tech and innovation 
ecosystem, to equip our young people with technical skills that can fuel productive careers. As 
such, I will work closely with organizations such as Coded By Kids and The Inclusive 
Technology Entrepreneurship Movement (The Item) to empower a more diverse cohort of 
Philadelphians.  
 
 
4. What do you think of the crisis facing Philadelphia schools? What do you see as its 
root causes? What steps would you take? 
 
Our Philadelphia schools have had to make very difficult financial decisions over the years with 
consistent and persistent revenue shortfalls.  However, each and every day we have teachers, 
administrators, and parents who show up for work, do their best to support our children, and 
give back in ways we never thought they would.  I believe we can invest more in our public 
schools and receive great returns on that investment. Therefore, I will work with colleagues at 
the Board of Education, School District of Philadelphia (SDP) and the Philadelphia State 
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Legislative Delegation to change the Commonwealth’s funding formula that largely 
disadvantages Philadelphia. I will do all I can to make the case for changing how we resource 
our schools. Additionally, I would focus on the following: 

● Consolidation Opportunities: With the return to local control, opportunities to create 
“back office” efficiencies to improve the performance of both the City government and 
the SDP and stretch our tax dollars further should be fully explored.  

● Performance Management: I will look to evolve the SDP’s performance management 
function to a “SchoolStat” program that focuses on academic achievement and other 
metrics related to budget, operations, and customer service both at the individual school 
and District-wide level. 

● Creative Resourcing: While additional tax dollars are possible and preferable, I will also 
focus on non-traditional sources of funding and support for our schools. In particular, I 
believe we need to seek more money and resources from Philadelphia-based 
institutions, corporations and individuals. The Fund for the School District of Philadelphia 
raised $4.7M in Calendar Year 2016 (ending July 2017) and I think this number can be 
much higher. 

 
5. Under what circumstances should a person be detained or incarcerated, if any? Does 
the current system meet this criterion? What does safety mean to you and what policies 
or programs would you pursue to achieve your vision? 
 
The costs of incarceration are great and felt by everyone - victims, those convicted of a crime, 
family members, people in our communities, are city/state/federal workers and our general 
public.  We know many who are convicted of crimes are often products of our societal failures 
earlier in life and sometimes we can make a bigger difference in our community by finding 
alternatives to incarceration such as rehabilitation facilities for those managing issues of 
substance use disorder or mental illness. In other circumstances, this isn’t the case and a 
person is convicted of a crime and they pose an imminent threat to others. In general, I support 
taking a hard look at decriminalizing activity that unfairly and disproportionately impacts less 
fortunate Philadelphians. I am supportive of the City’s efforts to reduce the prison population by 
effectively dealing with non-violent offenders through pre-prison diversion and post-prison 
transition programs. In addition, cash bail is something that I’m concerned about as it unfairly 
and negatively impacts our most economically disadvantaged residents and I will work to ensure 
we are not incarcerating our poorer people because of inability to pay.  
 
 
Overall, we must seek a policy and programmatic balance that makes our City safer for all 
without unfairly or unnecessarily (or unconstitutionally) incarcerating individuals.   
 
 
6. What is the fundamental factor causing climate change? How should we address this? 
Do you support a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and, if so, what does that mean to you 
and what will you do if elected to City Council?  
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Human activity, including emissions from transportation, home/building heating and cooling, and 
agribusiness (meat and dairy consumption) and associated deforestation are a few of the main 
drivers of climate change. We need to think globally and act locally, state-wide, and nationally 
on this crisis. I do support exploring the concept of a Green New Deal for Philadelphia and I 
think there’s much we can do locally to reduce our City’s carbon footprint. We need to focus on 
improving SEPTA’s levels and scopes of service to increase ridership and reduce the need for 
vehicle ownership and driving. In particular, I support SEPTA’s plans to improve bus service. I 
would also like to see SEPTA look at bus rapid transit (BRT) options to connect neighborhoods 
more effectively, particularly Northeast Philadelphia, an area of our City with hundreds of 
thousands of residents and inadequate transport. We need to have a transportation system that 
facilitates Philadelphia-specific economic development so that more of our residents can find 
good paying jobs in the City. 
 
 
7. Do you think Philadelphia is facing a housing crisis? If so, why? If not, why not? What 
changes would you make to bring housing policy more in line with your vision? 
 
Philadelphia is facing a potential housing crisis for its most vulnerable populations (e.g., 
households earning less than 30% of Area Median Income (AMI)) who faced the greatest losses 
of housing units (13,000) over the last decade. Philadelphia also faces a growing need to 
preserve and build new units for renters and homeowners who don’t qualify for housing 
subsidies like the aforementioned group, but still face high levels of rent burden (e.g., 
households earning under 100k/yr). We need a multi-pronged approach around preserving 
affordability, stabilizing changing neighborhoods, and bringing a wider range of affordable units 
online. I support more inclusive zoning and believe we need to change the zoning code to allow 
for smaller, less expensive and more affordable dwellings such as tiny homes and single room 
occupancy buildings. 
 

PART II - YES OR NO QUESTIONS 
 
1. Do you commit to opposing the privatization of all utilities in Philadelphia? YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
Privatization needs to be looked at on a case-by-case basis to determine if a deal would be 
optimal for the current employees (salary/benefits/retirement) and taxpayers (costs/level of 
service). I believe in labor protections and would be very focused on reviewing and enforcing 
these protections during any possible transition to a private-sector model. 
 
2. Do you commit to support and vote for the creation of a Philadelphia Public Bank?  YES [    ] 
NO  [    ]  
 
I like the concept of a Public Bank, in that it has no shareholders to pay and so can accordingly 
pass the low rates to borrowers such as public agencies, local businesses, residents, and 
students. In general, I’m interested in how we increase the financial literacy and options for our 
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residents and City.  I would like to consider other innovative programs such as prize linked 
savings, and financial literacy in our schools and communities. 
 
 
3. Will you support using savings from closing the House of Corrections to invest in job training 
programs and opportunities for formerly incarcerated people, in an effort to combat mass 
incarceration?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
I support job training for formerly incarcerated people to reduce recidivism. I support businesses 
that train and hire formerly incarcerated people such as Quaker City Coffee and Wash Cycle 
Laundry. 
 
4. Will you support a participatory study funded by the City to formulate a local Green New Deal 
energy plan to transition Philadelphia to a democratically controlled 100% renewable energy 
system by 2030, create unionized jobs, and center the decisions and needs of Philadelphia’s 
working class and communities of color? YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
Renewable energy is a critical component of an efficient and equitable 21st century economy, 
and I fully support the City’s current pledge to be 100% powered by renewable energy by 2035. 
 Given the rapid pace of change in renewable technologies and energy market dynamics, I think 
that examining if that date could be moved up to 2030 is a worthwhile activity, but the City 
should always stand by realistic goals rather than pay lip service to ideas without enacting real 
change.  As stated elsewhere I support unionized jobs, and think that renewable energy is also 
a key part of taking better account and giving more voice to Philadelphia’s working class and 
communities of color. A study examining the City’s options and enabling a strategic plan for 
local infrastructure, jobs, and regulation in the context of a Green New Deal would be welcome.  
 
 
5. Do you support a democratically elected school board?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
I support the concept of a democratically elected school board and would be interested in 
developing criteria for who could run for office in terms of qualifications (i.e. an education 
background as teacher, administrator, researcher or otherwise; knowledge or experience in 
public finance, etc.,) and experience as or with a student (i.e. former public school student, 
parent or guardian of same). 
 
6. Will you commit to publicly funding and administering fully staffed libraries and recreation 
centers seven days a week?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
Libraries and recreation centers are a critical resource for our neighborhoods, and communities 
are rightly concerned when these local institutions are closed due to a lack of funding or staffing. 
 Ensuring that proper funding can be found to solve these problems is a priority I would support. 
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7. Do you support rent control?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
We need to do more for our renters to protect vulnerable individuals and families from 
involuntary relocation/eviction. Rent control can work under a targeted approach (e.g., in 
neighborhoods with rising speculation and rents) for either a limited number of years, or in 
conjunction with incentives to landlords to preserve affordability such as tax rebates for 
permanently affordable units. 
 
8. Will you commit that at least 50% of all City funds allocated to create or preserve housing, 
including but not limited to the Housing Trust Fund and subfunds, must go toward helping the 
poorest Philadelphians (30% or less of area median income)? YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
In the past, the Federal government was largely responsible for funding and preserving housing 
units for households earning less than 30% Annual Median Income, but this funding has dried 
up substantially. In addition to increasing lobbying efforts to put pressure on the Federal 
government to continue funding Housing Choice Vouchers, public housing preservation and 
capital needs, Commercial Development Block Grants (CDBG), and Housing Opportunities for 
Persons With AIDS (HOPWA), the City and the State need to work together to make sure this 
population’s needs are served at the rate of those above 30% AMI. 
 
9. Will you commit to introducing or sponsoring legislation that would establish a system of 
public financing for city campaigns that would create a fund that would provide matching public 
funds for money individual donors contribute to candidates?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
Campaign finance reform is extremely important to me and certainly within the context of our 
current political landscape.  While I believe in reducing the influence of money on our 
city/state/federal elections, I want to be cautious that we do not inappropriately expect our 
taxpayers to bear the brunt of unintended consequences that could potentially come with public 
financing of campaigns. It is my hope that we can continue to build upon what has already been 
done to limit the influence of “big money” in our political process locally. Philadelphia has been a 
leader on campaign finance reform in this State and I will continue to help lead the way on this 
issue. 
 
10. Do you support the creation of an overdose prevention site / supervised consumption site to 
help efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in our community?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
We are in crisis mode where a “triage” response is necessary to save lives immediately.  Having 
almost lost a member of my family to the heroin epidemic, I can tell you families are suffering 
from worry, anxiety and the pain that comes with the unknowns associated with addiction.  We 
cannot afford to lose so many people to this crisis. However, I do believe we need to be fair to 
the communities most affected by the opioid crisis - as they have disproportionately lived with 
the aftermath of inaction. I want to work towards creating a more mobile solution to providing 
overdose prevention sites, so that we can build flexibility into our response capacity.  Just as 
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crime shifts throughout the City, so to might our victims of overdose - we need to plan for this 
well in advance of establishing a response.  
 
 
11. Do you support completely ending the ten-year tax abatement?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
I support examining the abatement and adjusting length, location, and applicability in terms of 
project cost, but I would not support immediate and complete elimination as I believe it can be a 
valuable economic development tool for some of our most distressed areas. 
 
12.Do you commit to opposing all new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia by using all zoning and 
regulatory means at your disposal?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
It would be unlikely that I would vote for any new fossil fuel projects in Philadelphia. I am 
supportive of reducing carbon emissions and favor renewable sources of energy like solar, 
wind, and hydroelectric. 
 
13.  Will you support increasing funding of the Police Advisory Commission from $500K to 
$1.5M and giving it the power to subpoena, investigate and censure cases of police brutality 
and over-policing? 
 YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
I support the work of the Police Advisory Commission and would consider increases to funding 
and resources available for its important work. Rather than commit to a particular minimum or 
maximum funding goal, I would instead say that their efforts deserve a greater investment than 
that made currently.  
 
14. Will you publicly support a moratorium on all charter school expansion?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
I support more accountability for charter schools and believe that underperforming schools 
should have their charters revoked. 
 
15. Do you support the right to strike for public employees including teachers? YES [    ] NO  [  ]  
 
Yes. I support the right to collective bargaining and the right to strike if it is permissible 
according to State law. 
 
16. Will you enact a statutory right to counsel for any Philadelphian facing the loss of their 
home, be it foreclosure or eviction?  YES [    ]  NO  [    ]  
 
Yes. I would support statutory right to counsel legislation if it came before City Council. 
 
17. Will you use all means at your disposal to support workers’ right to unionize?  
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YES [    ]   NO  [    ]  
 
Yes. I grew up in a union household and support the right to unionize, bargain collectively and 
strike in cases where it is not in conflict with maintaining public safety. 
 
 
 
 
 

PART III - ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION  
 
If there’s anything else our membership should know about you or if you feel the need to 
provide additional information about any of your above responses, do so here. Please keep your 
response to a total of 100 words or less.  

 


